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When Alba Economic Develop-
ment Corp. suggested adding a 
butterfly and pollinator garden to 
the city park, Alba-Golden teacher 
Marci Curry jumped on the idea.

To meet state standards, her ag-
ricultural math students are plan-
ning, designing and completing 
the community project this spring.

Senior students Jessica Collier, 
Taylor Langston and Charles Por-
ter have been given a budget and 
are working on scaled drawings.

Under the guidance of Curry and 
with the help of junior students Ari 
Nivision and Jasmine Weed, they 
will create a self-sustaining, attrac-
tive, functional and safe habitat for 

pollinators.
The garden project will be the fo-

cus of the landscaping unit of ag-
ricultural math. Students are using 
geometry and math models to plan 
for optimum ground cover.

They have chosen drought-resis-
tant perennials, with most being 
indigenous to Texas. The lavender, 
prunella, salvia, milkweed, butter-
fly bush and butterfly mix of wild-
flowers will all begin as seeds in 
the school greenhouse. 

At the end of March, students 
will begin preparing the ground at 
Alba park by removing the grass, 
tilling and supplementing the soil. 

The seedlings should be healthy 
and large by late March or early 
April. Assuming the weather is co-
operative and there is no danger of 

frost, they will begin planting. 
Eventually, the garden will be 

a carpet of plants humming with 
pollinators, a big butterfly bush at 
its center and milkweed to feed the 
caterpillars.

The senior students are involved 
in two other projects, both in the 
effort to help others. 

They have joined a nationwide, 
youth-led denim jeans drive spon-
sored by Aeropostale. Until Feb. 
14, they will be collecting clean 
and gently used jeans for teens in 
local homeless shelters. The school 
that collects the most jeans will get 
a $10,000 grant.

They are also putting together a 
prom closet filled with gently used 
dresses and tuxes for students who 
can’t afford formals.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Wood County Judge Lucy He-
bron’s self-entitled “review” has 
created a backlash from several 
county officials and department 
heads.  

Hebron began by telling the 
crowded courtroom she “just 
wanted to fill everybody in on 
what the office of county judge has 
been doing over this last year and 
if you will excuse me, I am going 
to read this.” And with that she 
began her “review” which lasted 

over 13 minutes.
“I was sworn in Jan 1, 2019 and 

came to work on Jan. 2 to an of-
fice with no furniture and no staff. 
Ten days earlier commissioners 
advised me they were hiring a 
court coordinator I have planned 
on using as their commissioner’s 
court new secretary to a new staff 
position and office they created 
at a cost to taxpayer’s of $79,367. 
I started my judicial duties with 
1,600 carryover cases from the pre-
vious judge. The judicial duties of 
the county judge include criminal, 
civil, probate, mental competency 

matters and juvenile cases,” He-
bron explained. 

Former Wood County Judge Bry-
an Jeanes responded to the state-
ment. “My only comment would 
be that any case backlog of that 
size was unknown to me, my court 
administrator, my court clerks, my 
court prosecutor and anyone else 
who was associated with my court 
reporting statistics. First and fore-
most, I have to comment on her 
description of her first two days. I 
heard her state that she was sworn 
in on January 1st and on January 
2nd she arrived to her office and 

found no support staff and an 
empty office devoid of furniture. 
She failed to mention that I and my 
support staff had reached out to 
her several times after her March 
primary win to offer our support 
during the transition,” Jeanes com-
mented. “In the nine months from 
her primary success and her taking 
office, she came and spoke to me 
twice and my support staff once. 
She showed no interest in learn-
ing anything from me and made 
no move to solicit my support staff 
for their interest in remaining in 
the office. I offered to share my 

knowledge of any and all areas of 
experience and received no inter-
est whatsoever. She also never in-
quired about the office furniture in 
my office. All furniture in my office 
came in when I came in and was 
all my personal furniture. If she 
had bothered to ask even once, I 
would have been more than will-
ing to leave it for her but no such 
request ever came. She walked into 
the same empty office I got when I 
came into office. Apart from all of 
that, Lucy came in to a wonderful 

Alba-Golden students making plans for butterfly garden in park

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

After going east for two 
years to play powerhouses 
Gladewater, Tatum Sabine 
and West Rusk the Mineola 
Yellowjackets will be travel-
ing north and west the next 
two years to play football.

New alignments were an-
nounced Monday by the 
University Interscholastic 
League and take effect in the 
fall.

Mineola is now in Region 2 
Class 3A District 5 Division 
1 with Bonham, Commerce, 
Howe, Mount Vernon, Potts-
boro, Rains and Winnsboro. 
That will give Mineola seven 
district games and just three 
non-district contests.

Quitman moves to Region 
3 Class 3A District 9 Division 

2 playing familiar foes Arp, 
Harmony, Grand Saline, 
Troup, Winona and West 
Rusk, which drops from Di-
vision 1. The Bulldogs will 
face six district games and 
four non-district.

Alba-Golden drops to 
Class 2A Division 1 where 
they will be in Region 2 
District 6 and will face off 
against Rivercrest, Celeste, 
Como-Pickton, Cooper, 
Honey Grove and Wolfe 
City. The Panthers will have 
six district contests and four 
non-district matches.

Basketball has changed for 
the first time in many years 
with Quitman and Mineola 
moving to Region 2 Class 
3A District 13 where they 
will play Harmony, Mount 
Pleasant Chapel Hill, Mount 
Vernon, Winnsboro and Wi-

nona. Volleyball for Quit-
man and Mineola will also 
be District 13 where the dis-
trict is the same as basketball 
with the exception of Winns-
boro, which does not have 
volleyball.

Alba-Golden moves to 
Region 2 District 15 2A for 
basketball where they join 
Como-Pickton, Cooper, 
Cumby, Quinlan Boles and 
North Hopkins. In volley-
ball the Lady Panthers will 
move to Region 3 District 
18 where they will be joined 
by Yantis, Greenville PTAA, 
Fruitvale, North Hopkins, 
Quinlan Boles and Cumby.

In Class 1A basketball 
Yantis moves to District 24 
and gets to travel to Avery, 
Avinger, Bloomburg, Union 
Hill, Saltillo and Sulphur 
Bluff.

Filing continues through 
Friday, Feb. 14 for places on 
the May 2 city council and 
school board ballots.

There will be a race for 
three positions on the Quit-
man City Council. Incum-
bents Susan Resnik, Jack 
Robinson and J.R. Evans 
have filed to run for their 
seats. They are being chal-
lenged by local business-
man Steve Glenn. The terms 
are for two years.

Quitman ISD has two 
three-year terms up for 
grabs. Incumbent Jane Her-
ring has filed to retain her 
seat. Fellow incumbent Ray-
mond Peek has picked up a 
packet but had not turned it 
in as of Monday evening.

There are two positions to 
be filled on the Yantis ISD 
school board. Incumbent 

Melissa Stephens has filed, 
but the other incumbent, 
Jennifer McKeever has not. 
Challenger Teresa Star-
rett has filed for one of the 
terms. 

As of Tuesday morning, 
no one had filed for one of 
the three two-year positions 
open on the Yantis City 
Council. The incumbents 
are Reed Gammille, Betty 
Jenkins and Kenneth Kin-
caid.

The three incumbents on 
the Alba City Council have 
filed to run for re-election to 
their two year terms. They 
are Robert Kraemer, Tam-
my Kirkpatrick and Larry 
Jones.

At Alba-Golden ISD, there 
are three full three-year 
terms and one unexpired 
term up for election. As 

of Tuesday morning, only 
Dana Weissert has filed for 
a full term position. The in-
cumbents are Jason Stovall, 
Jackie Staley and Johnny 
Teel who are serving the full 
term positions and Grant 
Sadler who is filling the un-
expired term, but none of 
them have filed.

Two positions are up for 
the Mineola School Board. 
Incumbent board President 
John Abbott has filed for re-
election. Dr. Kyle Gulley’s 
seat is also on the ballot.

In the Mineola city council 
race, three seats are avail-
able. In Ward 1, incumbent 
Sue Jones has filed. Incum-
bent Jayne Lankford has no 
challengers for Ward 2. Cas-
sandra Sampson has filed 
to run for Ward 3, which is 
held by Novada Bigham.

Members from Sophie and Rose in Quitman received the Grand Marshal’s Award at Friday’s Quitman Pilot Club Chili 
Cook-Off. JR Douglas and his crew took first place in the People’s Choice award. Angela Albers and crew won the tro-
phy for first place for Best Chili in the blind taste competition. Speakeasy Coffee House won the showmanship trophy. 
See story on Page 4A. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

While politicians boast of 
full jails, and with bonds 
that seem set at non-rea-
sonable rates for nonviolent 
crimes and misdemeanors, 
many inmates wonder when 
they’ll get their day in court.

The cells fill up with peo-
ple who can’t afford to be 
bailed out, and some com-
plain about losing their jobs. 
However, as District Judge 
Jeff Fletcher points out, 
many of the cases are for in-
digent people who don’t ac-
tually have a job, and about 
99% of cases in Wood Coun-
ty are drug related. 

“Bonds are not meant to 
punish people, but to ensure 

they come to court,” states 
District Attorney Angela Al-
bers.

Fletcher does not believe 
the bonds are set too high. 
He argues that the bonds are 
based on details of the case, 
and that he has to weigh 
the freedom of the criminal 
against protecting the com-
munity.

Fletcher also says he 
knows jail overcrowding is 
a burden. “I don’t want peo-
ple spending months and 
months in jail.” However, 
there have been inmates in 
jail for over 200 days await-
ing trial, and he used a 2018 
organized crime bust as an 
example of why some in-
mates have had to wait lon-
ger than others. 

After the bust, the lab was 
delayed in getting the results 
back to the district attorney, 
and all of them simply can 
not be tried at once, nor is it 
possible to have a jury trial 
every week.

“If I only tried jail cases, 
people on bond would nev-
er get tried,” says Fletcher. 
“It’s a balancing act.”

He tries to prioritize the 
docket by the egregiousness 
of the cases and says the ulti-
mate goal is to get people off 
the treadmill of crime and 
jail.

Albers says the jails are 
not full. She added that the 
female side was not built 
the same as the male side 

Delayed drug trial results
from numerous challenges

Schools going different ways after UIL reshuffling

Filing continues in city, school elections

County Judge ruffles feathers with annual review

Senior students Jessica Collier, Charles Porter and Taylor Langston are in the planning stages 
of a pollinator garden at the Alba City Park. (Monitor photo by Amanda Duncan)
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WOOD COUNTY VOTERS:

McCampbell for District Judge

Predictably, my opponent is playing the numbers game again. I would like to respond as
follows: First, my opponent does not care to point out the cases I have handled in District
Court that are something other than Criminal or Family Law related. Folks, ALL cases in
District Court are important! Maybe I should show that number to show that I have more
cases in different areas of the law than my opponent. No, I neither have the time nor the
inclination to do that.

Second, I would stack up the quality ofmy client representations over the years with that
of my opponent any day. Over the years, I have handled just about every kind of case that
comes up in District Court, regardless of the County, and I am proud of the job I have done.
Maybe I should play the numbers game by counting the number of cases that I handled the 10
years before my opponent got his license to practice law. Needless to say, it would be a lot.
Again, I neither have the time nor the inclination to do that.

I have done my best to conduct my practice according to the oath I took upon my
admission to the State Bar of Texas in 1984. That includes supporting the Constitutions of the
United States and of this State and conducting myself with integrity in dealing with the
Courts and the parties.

Third, my opponent compares the number of cases that he had presided over as Judge
compared tomy “None”. Frankly, this comparison is ludicrous. Of course he has presided over
cases since he has been Judge. Prior to becoming Judge in 2017, he had not presided over any.
If elected, I will be presiding over cases as well. My experience inmany areas of the law, inmy
opinion, will have me better prepared to take the bench than my opponent’s preparedness
when he started in 2017.

Fourth, my opponent’s tenure as Judge has been scarred by improper behavior. It doesn’t
matter howmany cases you preside over if you engage in conduct that violates our State Code
of Judicial Conduct. The TEXAS LAWYER, a respected legal publication, has published a series
of articles on Judge Fletcher’s improper behavior since becoming Judge in 2017. One such
article chronicles the bad behavior of 17 judgesACROSSTHENATION, and Judge Fletcher is
one of those judges. The TEXAS LAWYER has listed one article about Judge Fletcher as one of
its top 10 stories for 2019. Neither theWoodCountyDistrict Court norWoodCounty need that
kind of publicity!

Finally, there is so much more to being a good judge than having numbers on your side.
How aboutHONESTY and INTEGRITY, for starters. I have that onmy side.

Voters, my opponent can go ahead and play the numbers game, but I can assure you that
his numbers don’t begin to tell the whole story.

PLEASEVOTEMcCAMPBELL FORDISTRICT JUDGEONMARCH3rd!

pol. adv. pd. for by the J. BradMcCampbell Campaign

MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00AM–6:00PM

SATURDAY
8:00AM–1:00PM

Reservations are required,
seating is limited and fills quickly.
Meal follows the workshop. Call: 844-425-2872

Topics to be coveredInviting you and a guest to a free

Estate Planning
Workshop

Monday
February 17, 2020 9:30am

Mineola Civic Center
1150 North Newsom Street

Mineola, TX 75773
Event Code : NP

Please arrive 15 minutes early for best choice of seating.

• The advantages and disadvantages of Wills
and Revocable Living Trusts

• The Guardianship process and how it can
impact your family

• How Powers of Attorney work and their
inherent limitations

• How the Probate process works and how it
can be avoided

• Pitfalls associated with common planning
techniques, i.e., placing children names
on joint bank accounts

• How to protect assets being passed to your
heirs from lawsuits, divorce, and other
claims

• Implementing a financial strategy through
insurance products that can protect and
preserve your estate.

Complimentary meal will
follow the presentation.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

When Donna Huston took 
office as the district clerk last 
year, little did she know the 
task ahead. 

The Texas Library Ar-
chives Commission sets 
guidelines for how long 
physical records and docu-
ments must be retained. Dif-
ferent cases have different 
retention schedules.

“The retention schedule 
has not been followed for 
many years. There are 1,500 
boxes of files that are in the 
care, custody and control 
of the district clerk’s office. 
Some of the files have been 
scanned into our existing 
database, some have been 
scanned onto microfilm and 
some have not been scanned 
at all,” Huston explained. “I 
contracted with an outside 
vendor to scan, digitize and 
index all our records. As the 

files are scanned, Precision 
Micrographics is re-boxing 
the files according to type 
and year so we can deter-
mine if the file needs to be 
retained or can be destroyed 
according to the retention 
schedule set out by the Texas 
State Library and Archives 
Commission. My office is 
now in compliance with the 
Texas State Library and Ar-
chives Commission for the 
first time since 2004.”

Huston is also proud her 
office has updated the jury 
program where they have 
uploaded exemptions and 
disqualifications to the sec-
retary of state.

“I was notified by our 
service provider that this 
had not been done in many 
years. Uploading these ex-
emptions and disqualifica-
tions removes Wood Coun-
ty residents who are exempt 
and keeps them from receiv-
ing jury summons in the 

future,” Huston said. “In 
2019, we mailed summonses 
out for 38 jury trials which 
equaled approximately 
9,000 jury summonses. Out 
of those 9,000 mailed out, we 
received about 4,200 sum-
monses back claiming an ex-
emption or disqualification. 
I then manually removed 
those out of the system so 
the list can be uploaded to 
the secretary of state.” 

Courtroom procedures 
have been streamlined and 
re-organized on criminal 
plea dates to maximize ef-
ficiency in the courtroom 
and to ensure the safety of 
the district clerk’s staff. Ac-
cording to Huston, the dis-
trict clerk’s office has been 
de-cluttered, reorganized 
and rearranged to be more 
accessible to the public.

Huston and her staff have 
begun reorganizing the evi-
dence room.

“We have created two in-

ventory lists, one containing 
evidence and exhibits that 
need to be retained and one 
containing a list of evidence 
and exhibits that may be de-
stroyed using the retention 
schedule set out by the Texas 
State Library and Archives 
Commission,” Huston add-
ed.

The district clerk’s office 
worked with the informa-
tion technology department 
and the auditor’s office to 
update the new criminal fee 
schedule set out by the 86th 
Legislature. Certain fees and 
fines had been repealed and 
new court costs became ef-
fective Jan. 1, 2020. It was 
imperative to update infor-
mation and codes to match 
the new fines and fees so 
judgments on criminal cases 
are correct.

There were several his-
torical books the public fre-
quently accessed. The pages 
in the books were being torn 

and starting to deteriorate.
“The commissioners al-

lotted funds to me so that 
I could have these books 
scanned, digitized and in-
dexed,” Huston said. “This 
information is now saved on 
CDs that can be opened on a 
computer located in the dis-
trict clerk’s office.”

Huston’s office has four 
full-time deputies. Civil dep-
uties are Jennifer Moser and 
Amerlee King, and criminal 
deputies are Chelsey Rags-
dale and Brooke Blalock.

“All are crossed-trained 
and can step into other roles 
if someone is out of the of-
fice. They are very profes-
sional, courteous and have 
the hearts of servants,” Hus-
ton said. “I am so very proud 
of my staff and value each 
and every one of them. They 
make my life much easier. 
We consider ourselves as 
family.”

Huston is thankful to be 

the district clerk.
“I have worked diligent-

ly to improve my office in 
areas that needed improve-
ment and will continue to 
do so. I also want to thank 
my family and my staff for 
having faith in me,” Huston 
said. “I absolutely love my 
job and look forward to an-
other productive year with 
many more to come.”

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

It’s Grand Opening time 
for Stitchin’ Heaven in 
Quitman.

Texas’ largest quilt shop 
and online destination for 
quilters, is celebrating its 
17,500 square foot facility 
with three full days of fes-
tivities Thursday, Feb. 13 
through Saturday, Feb. 15.

Local residents and trav-
elers will be coming to en-
joy Stitchin’ Heaven’s fun 
and relaxed atmosphere as 
they enter to win prizes and 
learn more about the hobby 
enjoyed by seven million 
across the United States.

Each day will begin at 11 
a.m. and conclude at 5 p.m. 
with onsite activities. Addi-
tionally The Supper Quilt, 
will be on display. The quilt 
is 67” by 183” and is a trav-

eling work based on the 
Leonardo DaVinci’s Last 
Supper. Dr. Donald Locke, 
a retired dentist, created the 
interpretation with 51,816 
squares of fabric.  The quilt 
can be viewed all day Fri-
day and Saturday until 2 
p.m.

Co-owner and founder of 
Stitchin’ Heaven Deb Lut-
trell is excited about the 
event. “The continued sup-
port we’ve received from 
Quitman and our entire 
Texas community has been 
phenomenal and so heart-
warming,” Luttrell said. 
“Our hope is that the new 
shop and upcoming lodg-
ing additions will bring 
more commerce to the area 
and continue the revital-
ization of this great town. 
We can’t wait to celebrate 
with all of the friends we’ve 
made along the way.”

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Wood County Commis-
sioners adopted a procla-
mation naming January as 
Human Trafficking Preven-
tion Month. 

The proclamation stated in 
part: “We cannot stop what 
we do not see. Victims are 
hiding in plain sight, held 
prisoner by fear, shame and 
the trauma bonds created 
by their traffickers to ma-
nipulate and control them.” 

A statewide Can You See 
Me? campaign was recent-
ly launched with A21 and 
Outdoor Advertising of 
Texas. Billboards depicting 
the most common forms of 
exploitation are being dis-
played in public spaces and 
transportation hubs across 
more than 70 Texas markets. 
The yearlong campaign will 
help the public recognize in-
dicators of human traffick-

ing and educate them on re-
porting suspicious activity.

There were only two ac-
tions concerning personnel. 
Christopher Flournoy re-
signed as the information 
technology director and 
James Parris was hired in 
Precinct 1 as a road tech.

Commissioners handled 
several items concerning 
the upcoming election. Ap-
proved were a joint resolu-
tion between the county and 
the Democratic and Repub-
lican parties, joint election 
services contracts with both 
parties and notification of 
election for both parties.

The court approved tem-
porary branch early voting 
locations at Winnsboro City 
Auditorium, Hawkins Com-
munity Center and the First 
Methodist Church Ministry 
Center in Mineola. They 
will be open Thursday and 
Friday, Feb. 27 and 28 from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The jury wheel reconstruc-
tion was acknowledged 
by the commissioners. The 
new wheel contains current 
voter registration lists from 
all precincts in Wood Coun-
ty and current list furnished 
by the Texas Dept. Public 
Safety of all names of citi-
zens of Wood County who 
hold a valid Texas driver’s 
license and/or valid person-
al identification card.

Racial profiling reports 
from the fire marshal and 
sheriff’s dept. were ap-
proved as was the racial 
profiling report exemption 
for the district attorney’s of-

fice.
Several public hearings 

were set for the revision 
of lots, three at Holly Lake 
Subdivision, one at Bluff 
Ranch Subdivision and one 
at Northeast Properties Sub-
division.

In other action, Trident 
Portable Diagnostic Ser-
vices was approved to pro-
vide portable x-ray, cardiac 
and ultra sound services to 
inmates of Wood County 
Jail.

Claims were approved for 
payroll at $374,841; health 
and dental $234,128 and ac-
counts payable at $426,372.

HUSTON

First-year district clerk working to winnow old files

County recognizes human trafficking awarenessQuilting destination in Quitman 
planning 3-day grand opening

Quitman ISD school board 
members extended Super-
intendent Rhonda Turner’s 
contract through 2025 at 
their Jan. 19 meeting.

She received a four per-
cent raise up to $135,400 an-

nually.
Turner was the interim 

superintendent in 2011 and 
took over the full-time po-
sition as superintendent in 
2013-14.

Board extends Turner contract
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WOOD COUNTY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

To add or change a listing to 
the calendar, email
editor@wood.cm

or news@wood.cm
or call 903-569-2442

or 903-763-4522

2nd FRIDAY ACOUSTIC JAM - second Friday 6 - 9 p.m., Quit-
man Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quitman 903-975-5745
ALBA CITY COUNCIL - first Monday, 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
ALBA LADIES CLUB - fourth Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Alba Commu-
nity Center. 765-2956
ALBA LIBRARY/MUSEUM BOARD – third Monday every other 
month, 4 p.m., library building. Everyone welcome.
ALBA-GOLDEN SCHOOL BOARD - second Monday, 7 p.m., 
high school library, 768-2472.
ALBA-GOLDEN YOUTH FOUNDATION - second Tuesday, el-
ementary gym, 7 p.m. All welcome.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Sunday and Monday, 7 p.m., 
Friday 8 p.m., Wednesday noon; Women’s Group Monday 
noon.; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, Mineola.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Wednesday and Saturday, 
7:30 p.m., 406 E. Lane Street, Quitman.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS – Gateway Group, Tues. & Sat. 
7 p.m. Puckett House, 109 Kilpatrick Street.
AL ANON - Thursday, 7:30 pm; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal 
Church, Mineola.
AMERICAN LEGION POST 296 and Auxiliary - fourth Tuesday, 
7 p.m., Highway 80, three miles east of Mineola. 903-569-6481. 
All are invited.
AMERICAN LEGION BINGO every Thursday, 6:30 p.m., doors 
open 5:30, 2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, snack bar, 903-569-5965
AMERICAN LEGION POST OF WINNSBORO - first Tuesday, 
5:30 p.m., 201 West Broadway, in Winnsboro, 214-502-4496.
APET (Animal Preservation of East Texas) Thrift Store - Dog 
Gone Good Stuff, 915 S. Pacific Street, Mineola, Thursday-Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (903) 569-1250
BOY SCOUT TROOP 36 QUITMAN – meets second and fourth 
Sunday, 4:30 p.m., Scout House behind First United Methodist 
Church. Joe Degorostiza, 903-763-4127
BOY SCOUT TROOP 385 Mineola - Tuesdays 7 p.m., Mineola 

Methodist Education Bldg. third floor.  New boys/alums wel-
come! Chris Jennings 903-569-3531
BREAD OF LIFE MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY - Humble Baptist, 
first & third Tuesday 1-4 p.m.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY - a support group for those with 
various hurts, habits or hang-ups, every Monday, 6:30-9 p.m., 
Church on the Rock annex building at 302 S. Stephens. 903-
497-6149
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, Elizabeth 
English Denton chapter - first Saturday except June, July, Au-
gust and December, 11 a.m. Harvest Acres Baptist Church, 
1062 W Loop 564, Mineola. 903-857-2461.
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, John 
Hogg, Sr. Chapter, 3rd Monday except June, July, August & 
December, 1 PM. Holly Hall, Holly Lake Ranch. 903-520-8697
EASTERN STAR - Quitman Chapter 695, 3rd Tues., dinner 
6:30 p.m., meeting 7:30. Flora Lodge in Quitman. 903-850-
4822
EAST TEXAS WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS- first Friday at 10 
a.m. at Quitman Public Library
FANNIE MARCHMAN GARDEN CLUB - third Wednesday, 
September - May, Mineola Civic Center, 10 a.m. Visitors wel-
come. Angela Thompson, president, 903-316-0875
FLORA MASONIC LODGE #119 - first Tuesday at the lodge 

hall, Highway 37, Quitman. Covered dish - 6:30 p.m., meeting 
7:30 p.m. Study nights for members each Thursday, 7 p.m. at 
the hall.
FOREVER YOUNG ACTIVITIES CENTER - Wednesday and 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fitness exercises, educational pro-
grams, entertainment, fellowship, Bingo and card games. 903-
763-8201
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY - second Tuesday at noon, Quit-
man.
FRIENDS OF THE MINEOLA MEMORIAL LIBRARY - first 
Thursday, 1 p.m., Mineola Library, 569-2767.
GED TEST SUPPORT - each Thursday 4 - 6 p.m. concurrent 
with QISD calendar. Quitman Public Library, 202 E Goode St, 
Quitman 903-975-5745
GIRLS SCOUTS MINEOLA TROOP 3 - 2nd & 4th Monday, 
5:30-7 p.m., Broad Street Church of Christ Annex, Mineola. All 
Wood County girls kindergarten-12th grade welcome. Crystal 
Arcand 903-705-2459
HAINESVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. - second and fourth 
Thursday, 7 p.m., Firehouse downtown Hainesville.
HOLLY LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT -first and third Tuesday at 
the fire station at Holly Lake Ranch.
KIWANIS CLUB-Mineola - noon Tuesday, Mineola Civic Center 
Dogwood Room.

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OF SAINT PETER’S THE 
APOSTLE COUNCIL #11933 - second Thursday, 7 p.m., at the 
church, 203 Meadowbrook Drive, Mineola. 903-569-3662.
LAKE COUNTRY CLASSIC CAR CLUB - third Monday, 6:30 
p.m. 903-850-3858.
LAKE COUNTRY REPUBLICANS - fourth Monday, 6 p.m., Red 
Dome Smokehouse, Quitman.
LAKE COUNTRY RV TRAVELERS - of Good Sam Int’l. Month-
ly, RV parks w/in 150 m. radius. 903-569-3677 or 3069.
LAKE COUNTRY SYMPHONIC BAND - rehearsals Thursdays 
at Mineola Middle School Band Room. 7 p.m. 903-569-2300.
LAKE FORK ROTARY CLUB - Wednesday, noon, at the Lake 
Fork Baptist Church on State Highway 515
LAKE HOLBROOK ASSOCIATION - first Saturday, February, 
May, August and November, Harold Simmons Community Cen-
ter, 5:30 p.m. directors, 6 p.m. all members and guests wel-
come. 903-569-0223.
MEMORY CAFE, a time for stimulating memory, meets weekly 
on Thursday in the craft room at Holly Brook Baptist Church 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch is provided. Various activities 
are offered each week, including games, moderate exercise, 
art, and music. People in the area are invited. There is no 
charge. For more information call 903 769-2091
MINEOLA BAND BOOSTERS - first Tuesday, 6 p.m., middle 
school band hall. All middle and high school band parents in-
vited.
MINEOLA LIONS CLUB – for information on meetings call 903-
638-1596.
MINEOLA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE Det. #1278, 3rd Tues-
day, 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. meeting. American Legion Building, 
2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, 903-497-3030.
MINEOLA SCHOOL BOARD - third Monday, Admin. Bldg., 
Loop 564, 7 p.m. dependent on schedule changes.

Listings alternated on a weekly basis

Wood County 4-H mem-
bers took home some of the 
top awards at the recent 
District 4-H Food Show in 
Palestine.

The members prepared 
their food entry and were 
judged in an interview set-
ting on their nutrition and 
food safety knowledge.

Competing with 4-H 
members from 22 counties 
in the district,  Wood Coun-
ty 4-H members and their 
awards were as follows:

Haven Scott – 2nd Place 

Junior Main Dish
Jackson Wallis – 4th Place 

Intermediate Bread/Cereals
Emma Gilbreath – 2nd 

Place Intermediate Fruits/
Vegetables

Helena Bautista-Mathias – 
1st Place Senior Main Dish 

As a Senior 1st Place Win-
ner, Bautista-Mathias has 
earned to right to compete 
at the prestigious State 4-H 
Food Show in June during 
Texas 4-H Round-Up at 
Texas A&M University.

A thought-provoking doc-
umentary about growing 
up in the digital age is going 
to be shown free Monday 
at 7 p.m. at Quitman High 
School.

The title of the movie is 
Screenagers: Growing up 
in the Digital Age and it has 
been screened more than 
8,000 times to four million 
people in more than 70 
countries around the world. 
With multiple screenings 
happening daily in commu-
nities across the globe, Scre-
enagers is the first feature 
documentary to explore the 
impact of screen technology 
on kids and offer parents 
and families proven solu-
tions that work. 

The movie takes a per-
sonal approach probing 
into the vulnerable corners 
of family life to explore the 
struggles over social media, 
video games, academics 
and internet addiction.

The average child in 
America spends more time 
consuming electronic me-
dia than going to school, 
with many teens “almost 
constantly” going online.  

Dr. Delaney Ruston, the 
director of “Screenagers” 
and a physician serving 
as filmmaker in residence 
at Stony Brook Medicine in 
New York, says that screen 
time remains a topic that’s 
often contentious and 
downright confusing.

A joint venture an-
nounced last spring has 
brought some heavy pipe-
line construction activity to 
the Alba area.

The Red River crude oil 
pipeline, which was con-
structed several years ago 
to connect Cushing, Okla. 
and Longview, is being up-
graded.

According to news from 
several industry publica-
tions in late May, pumping 
capacity is being increased 

from 150,000 barrels per 
day to 235,000 barrels.

Delek Logistics Partners 
purchased a 33% owner-
ship interest in the pipeline 
from Plains All Amercian 
Pipeline for $128 million in 
support of the project.

The work is along County 
Road 1522, which is off FM 
17 north-northeast of Alba.

It is expected to be com-
pleted during the first half 
of the year.

Wood County 4-H award winners are, from left, Haven Scott, Jackson Wallis, 
Emma Gilbreath and Helena Bautista-Mathias. (Courtesy photo)

QHS to show film on time 
teens spend on their screens

Alba area sees pipeline work

Wood County 4-H’ers take top 
places during district food show

situation of complete sup-
port of her Commissioners 
Court to take the helm of 
Wood County and she blew 
it! Wood County is facing 
a turning point election be-
tween those that have Wood 
County’s best interest at 
heart and those that would 
take Wood County in an-
other direction.”

Hebron got an outside 
evaluation from Austin. “I 
invited the Office of Court 
Administration from Austin 
to evaluate Wood County 
Court as a starting point. 
This evaluation of time 
standards, disposition rates 
and general court proce-
dures resulted in the court 
consultant’s findings that 
this court was quote ‘an un-
derperforming court’ and 
I quote directly. They gar-
nered Wood County a rat-
ing in the bottom five per-
cent of 254 county courts in 
Texas,” Hebron asserted.

“Not only is delayed jus-
tice unfair, it is expensive to 
taxpayers. Inefficiencies, de-
lays, taking longer to handle 
cases in the recommend-
ed time standards result in 
wasted time and a waste of 
taxpayer money through 
repeated hearings, delays, 
failures to prosecute and 
other issues this court faced. 

“After hiring excellent and 
dedicated staff in my office 
in my second month we be-
gan to tackle the numbers 
with which we were faced 
following recommendations 
given by the Office of Court 
Administration. Through 
the coordinated efforts of 
our office, our criminal 
clerk in the county clerk’s 
office and staff in the DA’s 
office, we have been able to 
cut the pending cases in the 
county court by half in the 
last 12 months. I have also 
made economic develop-
ment a priority during my 
campaign. As you are aware 
I made substantial changes 
in that area.”

Former Wood County 
Economic Development 
Commission interim chair 
and interim executive di-
rector Neal Duncan said, 
“Judge Hebron has really 
taken her job, her whole 
job as judge, seriously. Not 
just part of it, but in respect 
to economic development 
she is interested in bring-
ing serious people together 
to effect long term positive 
change,” Duncan affirmed.

Hebron talked about some 
of the things she has done 
to bring people together. 
“I have hosted breakfasts, 
lunches, brunches, a con-
ference for local attorneys, 
a pastor appreciation lun-

cheon, a lunch and learn 
series for our county de-
partment heads and other 
events to engender good 
will and promote teamwork 
and to have some fun along 
the way. That includes cele-
bratory events like Nation-
al Taco Day and I arranged 
for an ice cream sandwich 
food truck to visit the court-
house, a courthouse Christ-
mas clothing drive for the 
Rainbow Room, a Christ-
mas office decorating con-
test, an open house for the 
courthouse annex and just 
last week I hosted a judi-
cial roundtable for 17 coun-
ty judges in north and east 
Texas. I am Wood County’s 
biggest cheerleader.”

Hebron talked about eval-
uating offices and depart-
ments. “Finally, year one 
has been a busy process 
meeting with department 
heads. That process con-
sisted of evaluating depart-
ments followed by extensive 
guidance and planning to 
help department heads into 
professional, financial and 
legal compliance. Of those 
we have three outstanding 
departments delivering ex-
ceptional and profession-
al services to those they 
serve,” Hebron said. “I’m 
going to give a shout out 
publicly our emergency 
management, our veter-
an’s service office and our 
indigent health care office. 
These offices are profes-
sional, they are transparent, 
they follow best practices, 
they utilize technology and 
they provide citizens with 
exceptional service.”

There was a flip side. “Un-
fortunately we have some 
departments which are out 
of compliance regarding 
professional, financial and 
legal guidelines. This all 
translates to legal and fi-
nancial liability, to decade’s 
old procedures, lack of job 
descriptions, inefficient or 
non-use of technology, lack 
of training, bureaucratic 
inefficiencies, a lack of pro-
fessionalism and a lack of 
transparency, all of which 
translates into a waste of 
taxpayer money. These not-
ed deficiencies cost the tax-
payer money.” 

Wood County Clerk Kel-
ly Robinson took offense 
to some of Hebron’s state-
ments. “When we got in 
the courtroom and saw all 
the supporters of Lucy I 
knew something was up. 
Lucy proceeded to read off 
a speech about her first year 
in office which pretty much 
left out everybody who 
helped her through her first 
year. I don’t know what her 
intentions were, but I know 
it upset a lot of people in the 
courtroom and people who 
work for the county. Some 
of her statements were not 

true. I just hope the people 
who were in court that day 
don’t believe everything she 
said because not all of it was 
true. Taco Tuesday is not 
going to fix our problems. 
Some of the things she men-
tioned like child welfare 
and Rainbow Room, well, 
she didn’t do any of that,” 
Price declared. “We worked 
with juvenile probation and 
Rainbow Room for Wood 
County Child Welfare 
Board. It was a group effort 
and Lucy did not do it. She 
talked about everything she 
tried to do to draw all the 
offices together, but she fin-
ished her speech with a lot ‘I 
did this and I did that’ and 
there is no way she could 
have done all that with-
out the DA’s office which 
assisted her in getting our 
court dockets rolling. As far 
as her performance in the 
court, well she didn’t even 
know where to begin. I am 
appalled that our County 
Judge could stand before 
the public and give herself 
so much praise knowing 
that if my office and other 
employees/departments of 
the county had not assisted 
her heavily in her first year 
of office she would have 
been in big trouble. Shame 
on you Judge Lucy Hebron! 
Your actions proved to me 
your true thoughts of this 
county that I love and those 
who are dedicated to serv-
ing the citizens of Wood 
County!”

Elections Administrator 
Laura Wise also spoke out.  
“I thought what she said 
was disrespectful and very 
unprofessional, and I don’t 
think any of us deserved 
that. We all work hard and 
we work a lot of hours. We 
are doing it for the county. 
In the past she has called me 
unprofessional, she’s called 
me defiant, she said I was 
unrealistic and called me 
insubordinate. I have an-
swered every question and 
every email she ever sent to 
me including an email one 
time asking her if we could 
find a way to work together 
and I never got a response,” 
Wise commented. “Our 
commissioners do a fantas-
tic job for the county. They 
are always fair even when it 
might not be the popular de-
cision. I’ve always worked 
well with the commission-
ers. I feel heavy-hearted. It’s 
hard to keep fighting, but I 
keep fighting for the good 
people. I would for the cit-
izens of Wood County. I 
don’t know how she can 
call herself a team player af-
ter she did what she did to 
all of us at commissioner’s 
court.”

Head Juvenile Probation 
Officer Melanie Whitehurst 
said Hebron was supportive 
of her office. “‘I will say this 

about Judge Lucy and that is 
she is vested when it comes 
to juveniles we serve. She al-
ways gives me her feedback 
when I ask her. That is my 
board, the county judge and 
the district judge. We had 
to make a lot of changes in 
this department whenever I 
first came on board in June,” 
Whitehurst said. “She has 
been nothing but support-
ive when it comes to ideas 
we have about helping kids 
and being pro active. She’s 
been a part of my fifth grade 
program. Honestly she has 
been a world of good for 
juveniles in this county we 
serve. She is very support-
ive of my department and 
what we are trying to do.”

County Treasurer Becky 
Burford gave her thoughts 
on the events. “It is truly 
disappointing and heart-
breaking to publically hear 
of internal friction or find-
ing fault with certain de-
partment heads when a lead 
county official declared it 
openly at the latest com-
missioner’s court meeting. 
Wood County has main-
tained a long-standing rep-
utation that Wood County 
takes business serious in 
all areas of responsibilities 
and service.  I’m proud to 
say Wood County is hard at 
work for our citizens every-
day and every department 
and all day for some depart-
ments,” Burford responded. 
“My take-away from this in-
stance is it is essential Wood 
County officials continue 
to operate with the high-
est respect for each other’s 
role and reap from all the 
hard work done by all de-
partments and officials on 
behalf of our citizens. By 
doing so, Wood County will 
move toward being our best 
by focusing and handling 
difficult issues rather than 
creating difficult issues.” 

Precinct 2 County Com-
missioner Jerry Gaskill had 
this to add to the conversa-
tion. “Any one of us on the 
commissioner’s court could 
have put it on that agenda 
to acknowledge ourself and 
tell what all we have done. 
We could sit up there and 
talk all day long about the 
good things we have done 
for the county and the mon-
ey we have saved the tax-
payers,” Gaskill said. “But 
you know, we get paid to 
do our job, so why would 
we sit up there and pat our-
selves on the back? We also 
would sit up there and say 
what we want about other 
people with no research.”

Hebron made a motion to 
acknowledge her review, 
but no commissioner would 
second the motion. They 
moved to the next agenda 
item without further ac-
knowledgment.

JUDGE From page 1
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MEALS ON WHEELS

Meals on Wheels office phone: 497-1162
Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Fri. Feb. 7 - Beef Meatballs, Sweet & Tangy Sauce (new)
Green Beans, Hot Diced Peaches, Texas Bread, Milk

Mon. Feb. 8 - Shepherd's Pie, Cabbage, Pear Apricot
Cobbler, Wheat Bread, Milk

Tues. Feb. 9 - Pineapple Glazed Ham, Garden
Vegetables, Bowtie Pasta, Dinner Roll, Fresh Fruit, Milk

Wed. Feb. 10 - Hamburger with Cheese, Lettuce, &
Tomato, Baked Beans, Rosy Applesauce, Hamburger
Bun, Milk, Ketchup, Mustard

Thur. Feb. 11 - Chicken Brunswick Stew (new item)
Butternut Squash (newmenu item), Succotash, Wheat
Bread, Strawberry Shortcake, Cookie, Milk

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Drive thru
125 E. Broad St. • Mineola • 903-569-3882
FREE delivery

Peoples has a tradition to 
host a charity bucket raffle 
at the employee Christmas 
party.

Employees nominate and 
vote on local charities to do-
nate the proceeds.

This year East Texas Food 
Bank’s Backpack Program 
will receive a check for $935.

The Backpack Program 
partners with local schools 
to provide food to children 
participating in free and re-
duced-price meal programs 
during the week but are 
at risk of going hungry on 
weekends and holidays. Stu-
dents are given nutritious, 
easy to prepare foods for the 
weekends or holidays.

For more information con-
tact First United Methodist 
Church Quitman at 903-763-
4127.

Keith Zimmerman, Backpack Program Coordinator, accepts a donation from 
Steven Steele, Peoples general manager. (Courtesy photo)

Former Mineola High 
School sports star John 
Hobbs “Bubba” Kelley has 
died.

Kelley passed away Jan. 
13, 2020 in Houston.

He was inducted into the 
Texas Sports Hall of Fame.

According to the hall’s 
biography, Kelley had an 
outstanding career for Min-
eola in the late 1940s. As a 
16-year-old senior he rushed 
for 1,461 yards on only 144 
carries (10.1 average) and 
was named to the all-state 
team after leading the Yel-
lowjackets to the 1A quar-
terfinals, where they lost to 
Garland on penetrations of 
the 20-yardline. Kelley al-
most single-handedly out-
scored Mineola’s compe-
tition, which tallied 139 to 
his 137. He was selected to 
play in the 1950 East Texas 
All-Star Game in Tyler and 
earned the Outstanding 
Back Award when he rushed 
for 99 yards and scored the 
winning touchdown in the 

North’s 7-6 victory. Kelley 
was also an accomplished 
boxer and was the first per-
son to compete in the Texas 
Golden Gloves Tournament 
in three weight classifica-
tions. Kelley’s promising 
football career at SMU end-
ed prematurely when he 
suffered a severe back inju-
ry. He has served as a board 
member for the Houston 
Touchdown Club for almost 
40 years.

Kelley was born Feb. 13, 
1933 to John and Sarah Vir-
ginia Bruce Kelley in Min-
eola. He graduated from 
Mineola High School and 
attended SMU on a football 
scholarship. He graduated 
from Baylor in 1954 with a 
B.A. degree in business.

John married Emojean 
Baker of Woodville in 1956. 
The couple lived in Ger-
many for two years during 
John’s service in the Army. 
The couple traveled Europe 
extensively during this time. 
They returned to Houston 

in 1957 and had three chil-
dren: Karmen, Shaun and 
Shannon, and four grand-
daughters, Shayla, McKen-
na, Skyla and Emma. John 
owned a Firestone Tire store 
for many years before being 
elected city councilman for 
District G in Houston where 
he served two terms.

Funeral service was held 
on Friday, Jan. 24, 2020 at 2 
p.m. in the chapel of Forest 
Park Westheimer.

KELLEY

Mineola sports legend dies

The following students’ 
names were inadvertent-
ly left off last week’s Al-
ba-Golden Elementary 
School honor rolls.

ALL A’S
SECOND GRADE

Bentley Cole, Alice Ken-
ney, Daniel Szitar

THIRD GRADE
Ella Confer, Luciyan Gil-

breath, Laney Maynard, 
Ryan Taylor

FOURTH GRADE
Payton Galyean, Andrew 

Neal, Kent Perkins, Jayla Si-
tar, Alayna Spindle

FIFTH GRADE
Cavern Bryant, Payzlee 

Fitzgerald, Simon Ortega

A/B 
SECOND GRADE

Damien Castillo, Joselyn 
Lyles

THIRD GRADE
Brayden Carr, Jocelynn 

Carver, Ella Converse, 
Madelyn Deel, Landri Du-
gan, Braxten Gibson, Allyie 

Gilliam, Taylor Glasscock, 
Daidrian Green, Keller 
Griggs, Colton Hoskins, 
Kaylee Kenney, Ryken 
Parks, Wyatt Sessions

FOURTH GRADE
Chevie Caldwell, Nayomi 

Gonzalez, Drake Newsome, 
Sophia Richardson, Jocelyn 
Torres

FIFTH GRADE
Devon Allen, Noah Allen, 

Braylon Oliver, Noah Rich-
ardson, Jaden Smith

At last week’s Mineo-

la City Council meeting, 
a comment attributed to 
Councilman Greg Hollen 
should have been attribut-
ed to City Manager Mercy 

Rushing concerning wheth-
er homes should have been 
constructed in a drainage 
area of the Heritage Square 
housing addition.

Correction

Alba-Golden Elementary Honor Roll

A packed house attended 
the Quitman Pilot Club’s 
2020 Chili Cook-Off held 
Friday evening, Jan. 31 at the 
Carroll Green Civic Center 
in Quitman.

This event is known for a 
fun time, but it’s also a main 
fundraiser the Pilots use to 
fund their service projects. 
This year it raised just over 
$17,000 thanks to the won-
derful local support.

Some 23 chili chefs fed the 
crowds their best chili. Chili 
judges Lynn McNeal, Clint 
Barrett and Jimmy Rogers 
had the difficult task of pick-
ing the best of the best in a 
blind taste test.  The trophy 
winners were First Place, 
Angela Albers for DA Cam-
paign; Second Place, Speak-
easy Coffeehouse; and Third 
Place, Turner Land Manage-
ment.  

While the chili is the star 
of the show, participants 
also vie for two other main 
awards: Peoples Choice and 
Best Showmanship. The 
People’s Choice trophies are 
earned by tips that double as 
donations to the fundraiser. 
The winners were first place, 
Jr. Douglas for County 
Commissioner Campaign; 
second place, Quitman Ki-
wanis Club; and third place 
Brad McCampbell for Judge 
Campaign.

Best Overall Showman-

ship trophies are earned by 
booth decorations and liveli-
ness. The judges were Cindy 
Robinson, Latisha Barrett 
and Brenna McNeal. Trophy 
winners were first place, 
Speakeasy Coffeehouse; 
second place, Quitman Ki-
wanis; and third place, Brad 
McCampbell for Judge Cam-
paign.  

The 2019 Grand Marshal 
selected for his fantastic 
past support of the Pilot 
Club and his dedication to 
the community was Russell 
Acker.

In presenting his award, 
Pilot Club President Paige 
Eaton said, “Russell Acker 
has been a long-time friend 
of Pilots. For many years 
he’s donated his time and 
auctioneer’s talent to raise 
thousands of dollars for our 
works. We are extremely 
grateful to him.”

Acker had the privilege of 
giving his own award to one 
deserving booth. He select-
ed Sophie & Rose.

A big part of the evening 
was the dessert auction, 
held by Patricia Hightower 
and Wood County Precinct 
4 Commissioner and Auc-
tioneer Russell Acker.

With Acker working the 
crowd, there was some spir-
ited bidding by attendees 
on some decadent sweets. 
Adding to the evening, Dale 

“The C” Cummings provid-
ed the musical entertain-
ment, and he had the crowd 
dancing and singing along. 
The evening would not have 
been complete without the 
Quitman Anchor Club teen 
service group working hard 
behind the scenes to help the 
event run smoothly.

About the event, Chair-
woman Fonda McBride 
said, “What a night! The 
community really came out 
in support of Pilots and they 
were extremely generous 
with their pocketbooks. We 
owe profound thanks to our 
sponsors, the chili cooks, 
those that donated items, 
and to all those that came 
out to sample some chili. The 
money raised will be used 
well. We met our fundraiser 
goal, and then some! And, it 
was fun. Thank you!”

All funds will support the 
non-profit and all-volun-
teer Quitman Pilot Club’s 
mission of providing edu-
cation for the prevention of 
traumatic brain injury and 
offering services to those 
suffering from brain-related 
disorders, such as Alzhei-
mer’s, stroke and autism. 
Bicycle Safety, Project Life-
Saver and Special Olympics 
are a few of those efforts so 
important to the health, safe-
ty and quality of life for our 
community members. 

and needs to be updated to 
house more females. Beds 
are available on the male 
side but the female side is 
full. “They blame me for the 
jail overcrowding but I can’t 
try cases that get reset,” said 
Albers. 

Ashley Love’s case is one 
such trial that has been reset 
twice.  

On Dec. 31, 2018, Love was 
arrested after canine Juma 
alerted on drugs during a 
traffic stop. She was booked 
into Wood County Jail on 
Jan. 1, 2019, with several 
charges.

According to www.my-
woodcounty.com judicial 
records, Love had a war-
rant for her arrest from Aus-
tin Parole Board that was 
dropped and the Mineola 
Police Department charged 
her with possession of a con-
trolled substance which was 
dismissed.

Love was charged with 
a second degree felony for 
possession of a controlled 
substance of less than one 
gram, namely methamphet-
amine. 

She also had two prior fel-
ony offenses of a controlled 
substance of four or more 
grams. 

At the time of her indict-
ment on March 27, 2019, her 
bond was set at $75,000 with 
conditions.

On Sept. 6, 2019, Love 
was transferred from Wood 
County jail to Franklin 
County jail where she has 
remained while awaiting 
trial.

Her first trial date was set 
for Jan. 27-29. Subpoenas 
were executed, out-of-town 
witnesses were prepared 
to come, and Albers, court 
appointed attorney Jeffrey 
Jackson, and canine handler 
Constable Kelly Smith were 
ready. 

On Jan. 15, the court reset 
trial date to Feb. 3-5. Fletcher 
stated that at the docket call, 
Jackson wanted to enter a 
plea and needed more time. 

Subpoenas were reissued 
for Feb. 3-5. However, on 
Jan. 27, the court again reset 
Love’s trial for March 23-25. 

Fletcher accepted respon-
sibility saying that he is 
on the board for the Texas 
Center for the Judiciary and 
had to attend an emergency 
meeting that day. 

With every trial reset, 
time and money are lost on 
reissuing subpoenas, and 
out-of-town witnesses of-
ten can’t keep rescheduling. 
Thus, not only is tax-payer 
money wasted, the case is 
weakened by lack of witness 
availability.

This has led many people 
to ask, “Is this a political 
move?”

Fletcher says absolutely 
not. “I don’t make decisions 
based on politics at all.”

When choosing what cases 

are tried and when, Fletch-
er says they try to schedule 
things in a way that not all of 
the same kinds of cases are 
tried on the same day. 

In the code of criminal 
procedure, article 32A.01, 
trial priorities states, “…
the trial of a criminal action 
shall be given preference 
over trials of civil cases, and 
the trial of a criminal action 
against a defendant who is 
detained in jail pending trial 
of the action shall be given 
preference over trials of oth-
er criminal actions…”

In layman’s terms, that 
means criminal cases such 
as DWI, drug possession, 
evading arrest, assault, and 
the like, should go to trial 
before cases of divorce, child 
custody, property damage, 
probate and other civil suits. 
Additionally, the cases of 
those currently in jail should 
get seen before cases of those 
who are not incarcerated.

Fletcher says that civil 
cases typically settle before 
court or during trial, and 
that he is wanting to have 
more criminal case trials.

In 2017, when Fletcher first 
took office as district judge, 
the court averaged four jury 
trials a year. Now they aver-
age 11 jury trials a year. The 
court also had 495 pending 
felony cases in 2017. That 
number is down to approx-
imately 200.

“I’m proud of where we 
are. It’s a team effort,” said 
Fletcher.

CASES From page 1

Annual chili cook-off brings in 
$17,000 for Quitman Pilot Club

AG boards set special meeting on superintendent
Longtime Alba-Golden ISD 

Superintendent Dwayne 
Ellis appears be on his way 
out.

The school board has 
called a special meeting 
Thursday, Feb. 6 at 6 p.m. in 
the high school library.

According to the agenda, 
the board plans to again 
have a private consultation 
with its attorney and discuss 
superintendent contract ne-
gotiations. They have left the 
possibilities of action open 

with three options:
1. Discussion and possible 

action concerning selection 
of attorney for negotiations 
between board of trustees 
and superintendent.

2. Discussion and negoti-
ation regarding superinten-
dent contract with possible 
action for separation agree-
ment.

3. Discussion and possible 
action on appointment of an 
interim superintendent.

In a closed session in Janu-

ary, the board discussed El-
lis’ evaluation and contract 
but postponed a decision to 
extend or deny. The open 
forum became heated when 
residents and teachers de-
fended Ellis.

The next week, the board 
consulted with its attorney 
in a special meeting, but no 
action was taken.

Neither Ellis nor board 
President Jason Stovall have 
responded to requests for 
comments.

Peoples donates
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Mineola Chamber of Com-
merce recognized individ-
uals and entities that were 
instrumental in helping the 
chamber with its mission 
and events during 2019.

Bettie Bywater was chosen 
as the volunteer of the year, 
described as the chamber’s 
“most prolific volunteer” 
during 2019.

The Mineola Communi-
ty Bank was named the top 
chamber member supporter, 
led by Brittany Bessonett, 
who served on the cham-
ber board, and many event 

sponsorships.
A certificate of apprecia-

tion was presented to James 
Pogue for all his hard work 
during chamber events.

Kitchens Hardware was 
awarded new member of the 
year for its participation and 
hosting events.

Three 30-year awards were 
presented, to Sam Curry as 
individual member, the City 
of Mineola as organization 
and UT Health as business 
member.

Awards were presented at 
a dinner Jan. 30.

Quitman Rotary Club students of the month are (left to right) Rylie Flanagan
and Shelby Hayes for December and Jaci Coley and River Chaney for January.

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

New Mineola Superinten-
dent Cody Mize spoke on 
his desire to serve and see 
growth at MISD during the 
Mineola Rotary Club meet-
ing on Jan. 27. He wants to 
see great things happen for 
the students and believes 
that will happen when the 
community works together 
as one for the good of all.

Mize cited a verse from the 
book of Proverbs, “Many are 
the plans of a man’s heart, 
but the Lord directs his 
steps,” to explain the unex-
pected path of his 14-year 
career in education.

After graduating Texas 
A&M as a political science 
major, Mize began teaching 
and coaching in Quitman. 
This position led to teaching 
and coaching in Winona and 
later at Alba-Golden. 

He had the opportunity to 
spend a year as high school 
assistant principal in Grand 
Saline before returning to 
Alba-Golden as elementary  
principal for two years.

A door opened at Quit-
man, and he served as high 
school principal for two 

more years. For the past four 
years, Mize has enjoyed a 
fulfilling position as super-
intendent of Winona ISD, 
but says it is a professional 
honor to be back home at 
MISD. 

Mize has definite views on 
his role of leadership in the 
community as school super-
intendent. He points out a 
statement given by General 
Robert E. Lee, a man consid-
ered by many to be a great 
leader of integrity and hon-
or, after the Civil War when 
a mother asked what would 
be the greatest instruction 
she could give her infant 
son. 

Gen. Lee’s response was 
“Madam, teach him to deny 
himself.” Mize stands on 
that statement as the bed-
rock for leadership – deny 
self, our wants and desires, 
and serve the public.

“I work for seven elected 
officials at MISD, 230 em-
ployees and 1,643 students. 
These are my constituents. 
I work for the taxpayers of 
MISD,” asserts Mize.

He considers it his re-
sponsibility to bring the 
community together to give 
students the greatest oppor-

tunities they could possibly 
have.

Mize urges graduating 
students to have a plan. 

“Sitting in your momma’s 
basement is not an option,” 
laughs Mize. However, he 
recognizes that college is not 
an option for every student 
and encourages them to con-
sider trade school, a career 
or the military. 

There is a job market 
shortage for skilled labor, 
and Mize wants to ensure 
that students can get tech-
nical training to later earn a 
living wage for themselves 
and their families. He likes 
the fundamental idea of a 
career and technical educa-
tion (CTE) hub and can see 
significant CTE growth in 
the future. 

For growth to happen, 
Mize acknowledges the need 
for more teachers and more 
structural room at MISD. 

“We’re going to be in trou-
ble if we don’t do something 
soon.” As of yet, with only 
a few days under his belt as 
MISD superintendent, he is 
not sure what the plan is but 
is diligently working toward 
finding the answers.

Mize is excited about what 

the future holds and the 
doors opened by the pass-
ing of House Bill 3 by the 
Texas legislature. With the 
injection of $11.6 billion into 
Texas public school systems, 
teachers can get much de-
served pay raises. Funding 
and equity are being in-
creased, property taxes are 
being reduced, and much 
work is being done in school 
safety. 

Mize is also looking for-
ward to working with the 
public.

“We may not always agree, 
but you deserve the respect 
of having your voice heard,” 
Mize said.

Mineola Chamber of Commerce President Yvonne Maddox, right, congratu-
lates Betty Bywater on being named the chamber’s top volunteer for 2019 
during the annual awards dinner last Thursday. (Monitor photo by Phil Major)

Supt. Mize offers outlook on future of Mineola schools

MIZE

A S S I S T E D L I V I N G

Mineola chamber of commerce 
honors year’s best supporters

The Mineola ISD Tractor 
Technician team placed sec-
ond in the Area 6 Tractor 
Tech Contest at Sam Hous-
ton State University on Jan. 
31.

The team of Jessie 
Bowden, Zackary Daven-
port, Remington Coleman 
and Reece Gilbreath will be 
advancing to state compe-
tition at the Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo on 
March 16.

At state competition, team 
members will appraise 

tractor parts and compo-
nents and agricultural im-
plements and make rec-
ommendations for needed 
services. They will also be 

required to complete a writ-
ten exam.

As a group, they will lo-
cate and correct five delib-
erately placed malfunctions 

in diesel fueled tractors and 
safely navigate the repaired 
tractor through a driving 
course within a 25-minute 
time limit.

FFA Tractor Technician team members Jesse Bowden, Zackary Davenport, Remington Coleman and Reece Gilbreath 
have earned their spot at state competition at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo after placing second in the Area 
6 Tractor Technician Contest. (Courtesy photo)

Mineola HS 
tractor team 
advances to 
state contest
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What services does
Autumn Wind offer?

Gourmet meals, on-site beauty shop, around the clock
attendants, assistance with medications coordinated
with the resident’s doctor, transportation for outings and
a full social schedule of varied activities, all in an elegant
upscale environment.
Our professional staff will be dedicated to creating a
worry free, safe, socially stimulating and dignified lifestyle
patterned more after an upscale hotel than any sort of a
medical needs or institutional type facility.

What exactly is
“assisted living”?

The state provides a licensing distinction between
facilities that offer varying levels of care. For folks who
want a little easier lifestyle but do not necessarily need
full time nursing care, there is a provision for senior living
facilities where the residents have individual
apartments with the option of “assistance” with their
medications and daily care as needed or desired.

What is the cost?
Unit sizes vary but generally the monthly charges
are significantly less than alternative facilities.
Many of our residents have “put the pencil” to
the cost of private home maintenance, taxes,
utilities, insurance, groceries, entertainment and
transportation, discovering that the cost of our
service is a smart choice.We accept Medicaid.

Who do we contact?
Our administrator Missy Dyer and her staff are
available to visit with interested folks anytime,
but calling ahead may save you time. Just call
(903) 569-1111 and we’ll be happy to answer
all the questions you can think of as well as
conduct a tour.

135 Autumn Wind Court
Mineola, Texas 75773

903-569-1111
www.AutumnWindAssistedLiving.com

New Cottages
In addition to the in-facility apartments, we
have just added independent living cottages
on campus, available for leasing now!

Autumn Wind
Assisted Living

INVITATION TO SUBMIT BIDS
The City of Alba will receive bids for TWDB CWSRF PROJECT #73795, Mockingbird St. and Quitman Rd. 
Sanitary Sewer Improvements.  Bids will be received until 2:00pm February 27th, 2020 at the Alba City Hall, 145 
Broadway St., Alba, TX 75410.  The bids will be opened and read aloud at 2:00pm February 27th, 2020 at the 
Alba City Hall, 145 Broadway St., Alba, TX 75410.

The base bid project consists of approx. 4,000 LF of 10” PVC gravity sewer, 17 manholes, 17 Service Reconnections, 
6 New Service Connections, 460 SY of HMAC Pavement Repair, 6140 SY of Roadway Reconstruction and other 
Miscellaneous items of construction.  The project also includes an additive alternate bid for approximately 533 LF 
of 10” PVC sewer with associated manholes and services. 

The work is to be substantially complete within One Hundred Eighty (180) calendar days and completed and 
ready for final acceptance within Two Hundred Ten (210) calendar days.

Bid/Contract Documents, including Drawings and Technical Specifications are on file at Schaumburg & Polk, Inc., 
320 S. Broadway Ave, Suite 200, Tyler, Texas 75702, 903-595-3913 Phone. Bid/Contract Documents can also be 
found on www.isqft.com and www.civcastusa.com.

PLANS & SPECIFICATIONS may be examined without charge at the City of Alba and at the office of Schaumburg 
& Polk, Inc. One copy of each set of documents may be obtained from Schaumburg & Polk, Inc., upon payment 
of $100.00.  No refunds will be made.

A Bidder’s Bond, Certified or Cashier’s Check in an amount not less than (5%) of the total bid shall accompany 
each quote as a guarantee that, if awarded the contract, the Contractor will promptly enter into contract with the 
City of Alba.

Attention is called to the fact that not less than, the federally determined prevailing (Davis-Bacon and Related 
Acts) wage rate, as issued by the Texas Department of Rural Affairs and contained in the contract documents, 
must be paid on this project. In addition, the successful bidder must ensure that employees and applicants for 
employment are not discriminated against because of race, color, religion, sex, age or national origin.

This contract is contingent upon release of funds from the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB).  Any 
contract or contracts awarded under this Invitation for Bid (IFB) or Request for Qualifications (RFQ) are expected 
to be funded in part by financial assistance from the TWDB. Neither the State of Texas nor any of its departments, 
agencies, or employees are or will be party to this IFB, RFQ or any resulting contract.

This contract is subject to the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) “fair share policy”, which includes EPA-
approved “fair share goals” for Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) and Women Business Enterprise (WBE) 
firms in the Construction, Supplies, Equipment, and Services procurement categories.  EPA’s policy requires that 
applicants and prime contractors make a good faith effort to award a fair share of contracts, subcontracts, and 
procurements to Minority Business Enterprise and Women-Owned Business Enterprise firms.  Although EPA’s 
policy does not mandate that the fair share goals be achieved, it does require applicants and prime contractors 
to demonstrate use of the six affirmative steps.  The current fair share goals for the State of Texas are as follows:

Equal Opportunity in Employment: All qualified Applicants will receive consideration for employment without 
regard to race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or handicap. The contractor shall carry out applicable 
requirements of 40 CFR Part 33 in the award and administration of contracts awarded under TWDB financial 
assistance agreements. Failure by the contractor to carry out these requirements is a material breach, which may 
result in the termination of the awarded financial assistance.

All laborers and mechanics working on the work site and employed by contractors and subcontractors on projects 
funded directly by or assisted in whole or part and through the Clean Water State Revolving Fund or Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund shall be paid wages as described in the section, Mandatory Davis-Bacon Act 
Contract Conditions.

Any contracts in excess of $2,000 for construction, alteration or repair (including painting and decorating) and 
funded under the Clean Water State Revolving Fund and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Programs shall 
include the Mandatory Davis-Bacon Act Contract Conditions.

Any contract(s) awarded under this Invitation for Bids is/are subject to the American Iron and Steel (AIS) 
requirements of Section 608 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act. 

The City of Alba reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive any informalities in the bidding.

Bids may be held by the City of Alba for a period not to exceed 60 days from the date of the bid opening for the 
purpose of reviewing the bids and investigating the bidders qualifications prior to the contract award.

This contract is subject to the federal requirements of Subpart C of 2 CFR Part 180 and Part 1532 regarding 
Debarment and Suspension. The Contractor will comply with the assurances provided with the bid that leads to 
a contract.

The City of Alba does not discriminate based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, familiar status or 
disability.  The City of Alba is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer & encourages the participation of 
Section 3 residents and businesses.

INSTRUCTION TO BIDDERS
1. Use of Bid Forms 
 These contract documents include a complete set of bid forms which are for the bidders. 

2. Interpretations or Addenda 
No oral interpretations will be made to any Bidder.  Each request for an interpretation shall be made in writing 
to the engineer no less than seven (7) days prior to the bid opening.  Each interpretation made will be in 
the form of an Addendum to the contract documents and will be distributed to all parties holding contract 
documents no less than five (5) days prior to the bid opening.  It is, however, the bidder’s responsibility to 
make inquiry as to any addenda issued.  All such addenda shall become part of the contract documents and 
all bidders shall be bound by such addenda, whether or not received by the bidders.

3. Inspection of Site 
Each Bidder should visit the site of the proposed work and fully acquaint himself with the existing conditions 
there and should fully inform himself as to the facilities involved, the difficulties and restrictions attending 
the performance of the contract.  The Bidder should thoroughly examine and familiarize himself with the 
drawings, technical specifications and all other contract documents.  The contractor by the execution of the 
contract shall in no way be relieved of any obligation under it due to his failure to receive or examine any 
form or legal document or to visit the site or acquaint himself with the conditions there existing.  The owner 
will be justified in rejecting any claim based on facts regarding which he should have been on notice as a 
result thereof.

4. Alternate Bid Items 
No alternate bids or bid items will be considered unless they are specifically requested by the bid form.

5. Bids 
a. All bids must be submitted on the forms provided and are subject to all requirements of the Contract 
 Documents, including the Drawings.

b. All bids must be regular in every respect and no interlineation, excisions or special conditions may be 
 made or included by the Bidder.

c. Bid documents, including the bid, the bid bond, shall be sealed in an envelope and clearly labeled with 
 the words “Bid Documents”, the project number, name of Bidder and the date and time of bid opening.

d. The owner may consider as irregular any bid on which there is an alteration of or departure from the bid 
 form and, at its option, may reject any irregular bid.

e. If a contract is awarded, it will be awarded to a responsible Bidder on the basis of the lowest/best bid and 
 the selected alternate bid items, if any.  The contract will require the completion of the work in accordance 
 with the contract documents.

6. Bid Bond 
 a. A bid bond in the amount of 5% of the bid issued by an acceptable surety shall be submitted with each 
  bid.  A certified check or bank draft payable to the Owner or negotiable U.S. Government Bonds (as par 
  value) may be submitted in lieu of the Bid Bond.
 b. The bid bond or its comparable, will be returned to the Bidder as soon as practical after the opening of 
  the bids.

7. Unit Price 
The unit price for each of the several items in the bid shall include its pro rata share of overhead so that the 
sum of the products obtained by multiplying the quantity shown for each item by the unit price bid represents 
the total bid.  Any bid not conforming to this requirement may be rejected as informal.  Special attention is 
drawn to this condition, asthe unit prices will be used to determine the amount of any change orders resulting 
from an increase or decrease in quantities.

8. Corrections 
Erasures or other corrections in the bid must be noted over the signature of the Bidder.

9. Time for Receiving Bids
Bids received prior to the advertised hour of opening shall be kept securely sealed.  The officer appointed 
to open the bids shall decide when the specified time has arrived and no bid received thereafter will be 
considered.

10. Opening of Bids 
The Owner shall, at the time and place fixed for the opening of bids, cause each bid to be publicly opened and 
read aloud, irrespective of any irregularities therein.  Bidders and other interested individuals may be present.

11. Withdrawal of Bids 
Bids may be withdrawn by written request dispatched for delivery in the normal course of business prior to 
the bid opening.  The bid guaranty of any Bidder withdrawing his bid in accordance with the above will be 
returned promptly.

12. Award of Contract/Rejection of Bids 
 a. The contract will be awarded to the responsive, responsible Bidder submitting the lowest/best bid.  The 
  Bidder selected will be notified at the earliest possible date. The Owner reserves the right to reject any 
  or all bids and to waive any informality in bids received where such rejection or waiver is in its interest.

 b. The Owner reserves the right to consider as unqualified to do the work any Bidder who does not habitually 
  perform with his own forces the major portions of the work involved in construction of the improvements 
  embraced in this contract.

13. Execution of Agreement/Performance and Payment Bonds 
 a. Full (100%) performance and payment bonds are required on all contracts in excess of 
  $25,000.00.  The only exception is that if the contract is less than $50,000.00, the Owner 
  may hold all payment until final completion, in lieu of the performance bond.  Such bonds must be 
  issued by a corporate surety authorized to do business in the State of Texas.    
 b. The failure of the successful Bidder to execute the agreement and supply the required bonds with in 
  ten (10) days after the prescribed forms are presented for signature, or within such extended period 
  as the Owner may grant shall constitute a default and the Owner may, at its option either award the contract 
  to the next lowest responsible Bidder, or re-advertise for bids.  In either case, the Owner may charge 
  against the Bidder the difference between the amount of the bid, and the amount for which a contract is 
  subsequently executed irrespective of whether this difference exceeds 
  the amount of the bid bond.  If a more favorable bid is received through re-
  advertisement, the defaulting Bidder shall have no claim against the Owner for a refund.

14. Wages and Salaries 
Attention is particularly called to the requirement of paying not less than the prevailing wage.  It is, therefore, 
the responsibility of the Bidder to inform himself as to local labor conditions.

15. Equal Employment Opportunity 
Attention is called to the requirements for ensuring that employees and applicants for employment are not 
discriminated against because of their race, color, creed, sex, or national origin.

CATEGORY MBE WBE 
CONSTRUCTION 19.44% 9.17%
SUPPLIES 25.34% 8.82%
EQUIPMENT 16.28% 11.45%
SERVICES 20.41% 13.66%
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Merchandise for Sale

Garage Sales

Quitman, 2646 TX 154, 5 miles toward 
Sulphur Springs, next to Holiday 
Village. Thurs.-Sat., Feb. 6,7,8, 8a.m.-
4p.m. Huge Sale: furniture, tools, 
collectibles, antiques, appliances. 
Lots of stuff. Storage room cleanouts. 
903-850-3134.

Yantis, 441 CR 1990 in Wolfe Creek 
Bay neighborhood. 1-mile before 
Links at Land’s End golf course. 
Follow the signs. Fri.-Sat., Feb. 7-8, 
8a.m.-?. Multi-family garage & mov-
ing sale. Furniture, appliances, home 
decor, kitchen items, toys/games, 
fishing equipment, outdoor items, 
plants, clothes. Too much to list. EV-
ERYTHING must GO! Make an offer.

Real Estate For Sale

Homes

For sale, great investment, 608 Cliff 
Street, Quitman, 4 BR, 3 Bath, central 
heat and air, new metal roof on large 
lot; great condition; Owner finance 
with low down payment depending 
on credit as a good renter; $850 per 
month; phone 903-588-5773.

Rentals

Homes

Home for rent, 731 N. Newsom St., 
Mineola. 4-bedrooms, 1-bath, kitchen, 
living room. Call 903-569-6923.

1-2-3 Bedrooms for rent. No pets. 
M&M Property Management. 903-
569-9881.

Mobile Homes

Mobile home for rent 3-bedroom, 
2-bath. Very nice, clean $900/month. 
Call for details 903-569-6505, leave 
message.

Mobile home 3-bedroom, 2-bath. No 
pets allowed, in Quitman. Call 903-
850-3570.

Single wide mobile home for rent. 
No pets. $500 month, $400 security, 
Mineola. 903-569-7190.

Monitor classifieds

Buy lot 50x100' near
Lake Fork, RV ready,
$1500 down and
monthly payments

under $200
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

Jonathan, Rodney & Nic Watkins

P.O. Box 1188 Mineola, TX 75773 (Across from WAL-MART)

903-569-5115
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Discounts up to 40%
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  in Tarrant County
      on highway 199
  5  Quitman is the
      seat of this county
  6  TXism: “____ as
      a country mile”
  7  this “Singing
      Cowboy” was
      born in TX (init.)
  8  automobile
  9  an epistle by Paul
      in the Bible
15  “house” in Mexico
16  shoe repair
      additions (2 wds.)
19  TXism: “he’s got
      the morals of __ 
      _____ cat”
21  small TX town
      where no Catholic
      council was held
22  TXism: “_______
      as a circling
      buzzard”
27  TXism: “if it ain’t
      true, there ain’t a
      ____ in Texas”
28  no other choice
      for me (3 wds.)
29  yellowish liquid
      part of blood
30  declare support
      for a candidate  
32  “Hook ‘__ Horns!”
33  a place where 
      29-across is
      stored before use
      (2 wds.)
36  TX Lois Chiles
      starred in 1979
      “Moonraker,” a
      James ____ film
37  bikini top
38  TXism: “___  __  
      __ like a boarding-
      house pie”
39  have dinner
      (3 wds.)

  1  belt expander?
  2  TXism: “fun as
      feeding monkeys
      at the ___”
  3  TXism: “lasted as
      ____  __  _ June
      bug in a hen house”
  4  he invented the
      detective fiction
      genre (3 wds.)

41  TX drink: iced ___
42  rule a country
45  round tent covered
      with skins or felt
46  this Noonan was a 
      Cowboy DE (init.)
47  Piney Woods:
      ____ Texas
48  NYSE symbol for a
      worldwide company

49  TXism: “___  ____
      suffering”
      (ainimal that died)
52  _____ Lake, TX
53  TX ranchers
      slogan?: “___
      More Beef”
54  “the Katy” was 
      this RR in TX
55  TXism: “caught be-
      tween the Devil and
      the deep blue ___”

  8  TXism: “he ____
      cut the mustard”
  9  reservoir north of
      Denton (3 wds.)
10  “good ‘__ boy”
11  this “Ma” was first
      female gov. (init.)
12  TXism: “honest __
      ___  ___  __ long”
13  TX jazz artist
      Jones, without
      an “h”
14  snow slider
15  Hemphill County
      seat
16  TXism: “cash on
      the barrel ____”
17  “_____  __ your
      own risk”
18  plant pore
20  chain-____ fence
22  TX actress Prentiss
      (init.)

23  first Texan to walk
      on the moon (init.)
24  softest mineral
      found in TX
25  “school __  ___
      for summer”
26  hammed it up
28  TX “Cactus Jack”
      said being vice
      president “_____
      worth a bucket of
      warm spit” 
31  horse coloring

34  sandwich type
      without the “L”
35  birth mo. of TX-
      born Steve Martin
37  Convy who was in
      film “Semi-Tough,”
      based on novel by
      TX Dan Jenkins
40  dog of doubtful
      pedigree
43  where some TXns
      ski in Colorado
44  respects
50  family of tropical
      birds  
51  Seymour High
      School football
      class
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36
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40
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37
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45
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29

48
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47

31
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COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes HR

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

With New Shift Differentials

F/T CNA’s
F/T LVN/RN

PO Box 1119
Quitman, TX 75783

FLORA 
MASONIC LODGE

Stated 1st Tues., 7:30 p.m.
MASTER: KEN JOHNSON

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
     Sealed bids will be received by Ramey Water Supply Corporation for the construction of the 
Waterline Improvements at Forest View Development at the office of Ramey Water Supply 
Corporation whose mailing address is P.O. Box 58 Mineola, Texas 75773 and physical address 
is 2482 N. Hwy 69, Mineola, TX 75773 until February 20, 2020 at 2:15 PM and then publicly 
opened and read aloud.  

Project will include, but not limited to the following:

•  1,760 Linear feet of 6-inch PVC SDR-21, Class 200 water line.
•  1,100 Linear feet of 4-inch PVC SDR-21, Class 200 water line.
•  84 Linear feet of bore with steel encasement. 
•  26 Service reconnects.

Plans, Specifications and Bidding Documents may be obtained from the office of the Engineer:

 Velvin & Weeks Consulting Engineers, Inc.
 930 East Corsicana Street
 P.O. Box 1007
 Athens, Texas 75751
 (903) 675-3903
for the cost of $100.00 per set (non-refundable) for a hard copy and electronic copies are at no 
charge.  

The Ramey Water Supply Corporation reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to 
waive any formalities.

No Bidder may withdraw his bid within 60 days after the actual bid opening date.

RAMEY WATER SUPPLY CORPORATION
(OWNER)

 JOB FAIR
 

SPONSORED BY        
         

         Visit us ON-SITE at ProTec  
Immediate Hires for Awesome Jobs!    Meet criteria and GO to WORK! 

   SEE FIRST HAND WHAT JOB YOU WILL BE DOING! 
 

WHEN:   Thursday—February 13th  
                10:00am to 2:00 pm    
WHERE:  Protec  
         4300 FM 2225, Quitman, TX 

JOB FAIR 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  CONTACT 

RPM Staffing Professionals— 903-638-7720 

Can’t make it  to the Fair? Apply Online 

www.rpmstaffing.net 
RPM is an Equal Opportunity Employer                                                          “Teamwork Makes the Difference” 

Visit us ON-SITE at ProTec
Immediate Hires for Awesome Jobs!

Meet criteria and GO to WORK!
SEE FIRST HAND WHAT JOB YOU WILL BE DOING!

WHEN: Thursday – February 13th
 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

WHERE: ProTec
 4300 FM 2225, Quitman, TX

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
RPM Staffing Professionals – 903-638-7720

Can’t make it to the Fair? Apply Online
www.rpmstaffing.net

“Teamwork Makes the Difference”
RPM is an Equal Opportunity Employer

SPONSORED BY

Legal Notice
Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a (BG) Beer and Wine Retailer’s 
Permit and a (FB) Food and Beverage Certificate by 
Slayton Properties, LLC. dba The Vault Dinner Theater, 
to be located at 536 E. Broad Street, Mineola, Wood 
County, Texas.  Managers of said LLC are Kenneth Jack 
Slayton, manager and Tonya Diane Slayton, manager.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of Leslie Michelle Herlocker, Deceased, were 
issued on January 27, 2020, in Cause No. 13,621, pending in 
the County Court of Wood County, Texas, to:  JAMES HARRY 
HERLOCKER III.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law.

c/o:  Kyle G. Waggoner
 Attorney at Law
 PO Box 1152
 Mineola, TX 75773

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Sealed bids will be received by Ramey Water Supply Corporation for the construction 
of the Distribution Line Improvements on CR 2270 at the office of Ramey Water Supply 
Corporation whose mailing address is P.O. Box 58 Mineola, Texas 75773 and physical address 
is 2482 N. Hwy 69, Mineola, TX 75773 until February 20, 2020 at 2:00 PM and then publicly 
opened and read aloud.  

Project will include, but not limited to the following:

•  5,351 Linear feet of 6-inch Yelomine PVC SDR-21, Class 200 water line.
•  4,752 Linear feet directional bore.
•  231 Linear feet of bore with steel encasement.
•  368 Linear feet of bore with PVC encasement. 
•  43 Service reconnects.

Plans, Specifications and Bidding Documents may be obtained from the office of the Engineer:

 Velvin & Weeks Consulting Engineers, Inc.
 930 East Corsicana Street
 P. O. Box 1007
 Athens, Texas 75751
 (903) 675-3903
for the cost of $100.00 per set (non-refundable) for a hard copy and electronic copies are at no 
charge.  

The Ramey Water Supply Corporation reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to waive 
any formalities.

No Bidder may withdraw his bid within 60 days after the actual bid opening date.

   RAMEY WATER SUPPLY CORPORATION
(OWNER)

Notice of Public Auction: 
Pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas Property Code

Holly Self Storage, LLC 
located at 2280 FM 2869 Hawkins, Texas 
will hold a public sale of property to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 

Property will be sold to the highest bidder for cash. 

Sale will be held Wednesday February 19th at 10:30 am. 
Unit to be sold includes the property of Cody Dowling. 

Unit includes children’s toys, furniture, dryer and miscellaneous items.

Notice of Public Auction: 
Pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas Property Code

Holly Self Storage, LLC 
located at 3765 FM 2869 Hawkins, Texas 
will hold a public sale of property to satisfy a landlord’s lien. 

Property will be sold to the highest bidder for cash. 

Sale will be held Wednesday, February 19th•10:00 a.m. 
Units to be sold includes the property of Tammy Calhoun & John McGuire. 

Units include household items, auto parts, tires, wheels
and miscellaneous items.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The Quitman Lady Bull-
dogs got back into the win 
column last Tuesday at 
home with a solid 44-18 win 
over Grand Saline. 

After being down 3-1 
early, Ava Burroughs hit a 
bucket for Quitman to tie the 
score 3-3. The Lady Bulldogs 
reeled off 14 more consecu-
tive points until Grand Sa-
line finally scored deep in 
the second quarter making 
it 17-5. Julia Simpkins hit 
a three-point shot making 
it 20-5. The half ended on 
a beautiful Lindsey Hor-
naday pass to Burroughs 
who made the basket giving 
Quitman a 23-7 lead.

The Quitman defense 
stuffed the Lady Indians at 
every turn and gave one of 
their best defensive efforts 
of the season. The Lady Bull-
dogs came out running in 
the second half with Madys-
on Pence hitting a buck-
et and pair of free throws 

along with a Maddy White-
hurst 10-foot jump shot giv-
ing Quitman a 31-7 edge. 
Burroughs scored two more 
times and Quitman had a 35-
13 lead after three quarters.

Whitehurst and Burroughs 
buckets and another triple 
by Simpkins gave Quitman 
an early fourth quarter 42-13 
lead and the Lady Bulldogs 
coasted to the win giving 
them a 3-5 district 12-3A re-
cord.

Burroughs led the scoring 
with 15 points and added 10 
rebounds while Whitehurst 
added nine points and five 
rebounds. Simpkins and 
Pence each had eight points 
while Kynlee Love had two 
and Shelby Hayes and Hor-
naday one each.

Quitman plays at Al-
ba-Golden Friday night and 
finishes the season with 
Mineola at home Feb. 11 for 
Senior Night. Whitehurst, 
Simpkins and Hayes will be 
honored in their last game as 
Lady Bulldogs.

Lady Bulldogs take care 
of Grand Saline, 44-18

for Highway 
Maintenance Contractor 

Must have valid driver’s  
license, pass drug test 
& be willing to travel. 

Pass this along! 
Brydl Contracting 

903-885-6191 Leave Message

LABORERS NEEDED
We’re Hiring!
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I have known BradMcCampbell as
an attorney for more than 30 years;

this is why I support him:

1. He is honest.
2. He knows the law.
3. Hewill notwaste taxpayer’smoney.
4. Hewill be impartial in both conduct

and appearance. (He will not have close
friendships with those whomay have
business before the court including the
Sheriff and District Attorney.)

5. He is not a bully.

TimBoswell
State District Judge

(retired)
Wood County

1999-2016

BradMcCampbell

pol. adv. pd. for by the J. BradMcCampbell Campaign

★★★★ PLATINUM ★★★★

● BTH Bank ● Harris Line Service ● Peoples Telephone Co-op
●Texas Electric Cooperatives ●Wood County Electric Co-op

★★★ GOLD ★★★

Brookshires Quitman, City National Bank,
Wood County National Bank, Latsons Printing

★★ SILVER ★★

J. Brad McCampbell, Patriot Sporting Challenge, Sophie & Rose,
Quitman Chiropractic & Acupuncture, Speakeasy Coffeehouse,

The Community Chronicle, Yantis Federal Credit Union,
Wallace Thompson True Value.

★ FRIEND ★

Providential Insurance, Larry Coventry C.P.A., Turner’s Land Management.

Special Thanks for Invaluable Assistance & Support
Sam Scroggins, Master of Ceremonies;

Russel Acker, Auctioneer & Grand Marshal ;
Peoples Telephone Co-op, Electrical Support;

Your Appetites & Luscious Crumb, Cake Donations;
The Wood County Monitor & The Community Chronicle;

Stitchin' Heaven, Silent Auction Donation;
Lake County Playhouse & Select Theater, Silent Auction Donation.

Heartfelt thanks to the
2020 Chili Cook-Off Fundraiser Sponsors!

Your caring ways are a true reflection of our community!

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

The Yellowjacket soccer 
side used some more “Mer-
edith magic” by posting a 
hard-earned 3-0 win over the 
Van Vandals Friday. Mineola 
warmed to the game slowly 
but came to dominate the pro-
ceedings in all aspects.

Unlike last week’s 
home-opener against Cran-
dall, the Jackets started slow-
ly against the Vandals. Van 
surged forward and mustered 
six forays into the offensive 
zone in the first eight minutes. 
In the 6th minute a rebound 
from a Van free kick fell at 
the feet of an attacker, but the 
Vandal shot flew just wide. 

The Jackets were suffering 
from a case of one-touch de-
fense in the early going, and 
Van was making them pay.  

It was veteran Yimi Nunez 
who woke up the Jackets. His 
aggressive efforts on the Jack-
ets’ left wing turned the game 
around. In the 10th minute he 
just missed a breaking Ramiro 
Mata with a pass that would 
have put Mata one-on-one 
with the keeper. A minute lat-
er Nunez juked two defenders 
and broke into the clear for an 
effort on goal as a third de-
fender nicked the ball away.

The message to the team 
was clear: attack. Mineola 
owned the remainder of the 
first half. 

Most of the action moved to 
the Yellowjackets’ offensive 
half. The pressure culminated 

with a picture-perfect score by 
Nathan Rojas in the 15th min-
ute. Rojas shouldered down a 
long throw-in, measured the 
goalkeeper and placed an un-
touchable left-footed shot into 
the netting. He beat the keep-
er low and to the left. 

Two minutes later Omar 
Galaz took a centering pass 
from Mata and very near-
ly added to the score with a 
beautifully-handled shot at-
tempt. It sailed just over the 
crossbar. 

Rojas struck again in the 
23rd minute. He received a 
short corner, opened the an-
gle on goal and laced a strong 
left-footed shot into the upper 
left corner. There was no play 
for the Van keeper; the shot 
was perfectly placed.    

Van upped their effort to 
close the score in the last 10 
minutes of the half. The visi-
tors squandered two excellent 
scoring chances. For the sec-
ond time, a ball fell at the feet 
of a Van attacker directly in 
front of the Mineola goal, and 
again the shot went awry. In 
the 38th minute, a long cross 
to the far post was there for 
the taking, but the Vandal at-
tacker simply whiffed on the 
shot. 

The confidence that Mineola 
asserted in the first half was 
due in part to the excellent 
play in goal of John Under-
wood. Twice in the first half 
Underwood came strongly 
out of his goal to sweep up 
Van attacks. The normal ju-
nior varsity goalkeeper, Un-

derwood shut the Vandals 
down with great awareness 
and a series of nice reactive 
saves.

As expected, the Vandals 
came out hot in the second 
half. Mineola absorbed the 
intensity and turned it right 
back on the visitors. Rojas bur-
ied a rebound off a Mata shot 
in the 45th minute to record a 
hat trick and give Mineola the 
3-0 advantage.  

Both sides had further ex-
cellent chances, but no more 
scoring was at hand. Defen-
sively, the Jackets benefitted 
from some booming clearanc-
es by their back line, at least 
two of which were converted 
directly to attacks. Of note, 
Max Lopez put in a quali-
ty game defending the right 
flank.

Mineola’s defense and goal 
tending certainly featured 
against Van. It was however 
the offensive combination 
play for which this game 
will be remembered. Rojas, 
Galaz, Mata and Nunez put 
on a clinic of unselfish, at-
tacking soccer.  

The Yellowjackets are 2-0 
at Meredith Memorial Sta-
dium this season and have 
yet to give up a goal on their 
home turf. The win puts 
Mineola 1-1 in district play 
after opening district with a 
5-1 loss at Athens.  The team 
travelled to Bullard Tuesday 
and will be back at Meredith 
Memorial Stadium on Fri-
day hosting Cumberland.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The Quitman Bulldogs 
made their free throws 
during crunch time in the 
fourth quarter resulting in a 
60-51 victory over Grand Sa-
line last Tuesday. Quitman 
hit 9-13 charity tosses in the 
final five minutes to secure 
the District 12-3A win and 
keep their playoff hopes 
alive.

Grand Saline led 7-2 early 
when Chris Chabaud put 
in a bucket after taking a no 
look pass from Trey Berry 
to cut it to 7-4. After the In-
dians went up 9-4 Jace Reid 
got three points making a 
basket while being fouled 
and hitting the free throw 
making the score 9-7. 

Later in the quarter Berry 
buried a three-point shot, 
making it a 12-10 game. Reid 
added a jump shot as the 
quarter ended with Grand 

Saline leading 15-12.
The second quarter was a 

back and forth affair with 
neither team having more 
than a three point lead. Quit-
man held the lead briefly at 
22-21 after Reid hit a lay-up 
on a feed from Aiden Cor-
rior. The half would end 
with Grand Saline hitting a 
shot at the buzzer giving the 
Indians a 28-26 edge at inter-
mission.

The Bulldogs came out 
strong on defense in the 
third quarter. The defense 
pressured the Indians into 
several turnovers, and the 
offense put up 18 points 
to just 10 for the Indians as 
Quitman took a 44-38 lead 
into the final eight minutes. 
Reid hit a pair of triples in 
the quarter while Berry and 
Ford Tannebaum each hit 
three-pointers.

In the final quarter, Quit-
man’s Jayden Hall hit a free 
throw to give the Bulldogs a 

47-46 edge with 5:06 to go. 
With Quitman leading 49-
48 and 1:59 left in the game, 
Reid was fouled while at-
tempting a three point shot. 
He hit two of three free 
throws giving the Bulldogs 
a 51-48 lead.  

The Bulldogs slowed the 
game, forcing the Indians 
to foul in attempting to gain 
possession. Reid hit on six of 
eight free throws and Berry 
made two of two to stretch 
the final score to 60-51. 

Reid led Quitman with 32 
points and 10 rebounds. Ber-
ry scored nine points with 
Corrior and Tannebaum 
each hitting six points, Rylie 
Flanagan four, Chabaud two 
and Hall one. Corrior also 
had four assists.

After a home game against 
Rains Tuesday, Quitman 
travels to Alba-Golden to 
take on the Panthers with a 
possible playoff spot on the 
line.

Rylie Flanagan (24) and Jace Reid (33) go up to defend in the lane during Quitman’s win over Grand Saline. (Monitor 
photo by Larry Tucker)

Yellowjacket 
Omar Galaz 
offered a beau-
tifully-handled 
shot attempt in 
the 18th minute 
of action against 
Van last Friday. 
(Monitor photo 
by John Arbter)

Yellowjackets shut out Van Vandals at home

Quitman closes out Grand Saline from the line

GIRLS

BOYS

as of Mon. Feb. 3
District 12-3AWeekly Varsity Basketball Results
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I will continue to be a visible,
working commissioner. I will
be responsible for everything
within my scope of work.

''

''

Re-elect

Virgil
Junior
Holland

for Wood County Commissioner, Pct. 1
in the March 3rd Republican Primary

Political ad pd. for by Virgil Junior Holland, Debbie Holland, treasurer

To the residents of
Wood County Precinct
One, I am asking you
to take advantage
of one of the most
precious rights we
have as citizens—
your right to vote.

I was asked why I think I’m the best candidate
for Commissioner of Precinct One, this is why:
• A boss drives people; a leader coaches them.

• A boss inspires fear; a leader generates enthusiasm.

• A boss says “I”; a leader says, “We.”

• A boss places blame for the breakdown; a leader fixes the breakdown.

• A boss knows how it is done; a leader shows how it is done.

• A boss uses people; a leader develops people.

• A boss takes credit; a leader gives credit.

• A boss says, “Go!”; a leader says, “Let’s go.”

This is why I believe I am the best candidate for commissioner.
I don’t want to be a boss; I want to continue to be a leader for
Precinct One andWood County.

I am respectfully asking you to vote: Virgil Junior Holland in the
Republican Primary election on March 3rd. Early Voting begins
February 18th in the new elections building across from the
courthouse. I am third on the ballot. Thank you and God Bless.

Election day hours are
from 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
at the following locations:

1. Carroll Green Civic Center
2. Yantis Community Center
3. Alba Community Center
4. Harold Simmons
Community Center

Gary DixonGary Dixon
Vote Republican!

Pol. Adv. Pd. for by Gary Dixon, Treasurer;
239 Stevens Street, Hawkins, Texas 75765 • 903-530-6360

Certified Master Peace Officer since 2011
Wood County Precinct 3

Over 20 years licensed experience!

Re-Elect Constable

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

The Mineola Yellowjack-
ets may have just defined 
their identity as a basket-
ball team. In the course of 
their 67-52 win over Rains, 
the Yellowjackets demon-
strated many excellent team 
qualities. On Jan. 28 one 
thing was different: they 
challenged every single shot 
attempt around the basket.   

In fact, the combined 
strength of Wiley Franks, 
Dawson Pendergrass, Ka-
leb Griffin and Colt Marlow 
was of such impact that it 
altered the opponent’s shot 
attempts all night. The lane 
belonged to Mineola.     

The Yellowjackets have 
been a guard-led team all 
year. The combination of 
Jonah Fischer and T.J. Mo-
reland has consistently fu-

eled their attack. Winger 
Kelby Bruner has contrib-
uted timely and steady pro-
duction as well. The inside 
game, however, was incon-
sistent.

Once again Fischer and 
Moreland led the Yellow-
jackets with 15 and 19 
points, respectively. Bruner 
also pitched in 8 points. The 
difference last Tuesday was 
the fervor with which the 
Mineola post players de-
fended and attacked. If this 
aggressive manner of play 
continues, the Yellowjackets 
will be hard to handle come 
playoff time.

Strong inside play will 
open shots for the outside 
shooters and lanes for the 
wingers. On the defensive 
side, having to alter a short 
shot or a drive is often the 
difference between it falling 
through the net or glancing 

off the rim. If the Jacket big 
men can continue to pres-
ent this strong presence, the 
Jackets’ run in 2020 will be 
worth watching. 

The victory over Rains 
was not a result of the Min-
eola press. The Wildcats did 
a fair job of breaking the 
press and getting decent 
shots as a result. The differ-
ence between the sides was 
the competitiveness of the 
inside game. 

Mineola started fast and 
led 21-8 at the end of the 
first quarter. Rains rallied to 
close within 10, but the Yel-
lowjackets finished the first 
half on an 11-5 run and led 
37-21. 

Both sides scored at pace 
in a fluidly-played second 
half. Mineola played with-
out a gap in scoring or de-
fending, and maintained 
the advantage throughout.

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Wielding an extremely ef-
fective press, the Mineola 
Lady Jackets scored a de-
cisive win, 62-30, over the 
visiting Rains Lady Cats last 
Tuesday.

The Lady Jackets led by 17 
points after one quarter and 
ballooned that lead to 24 
points by halftime.

Mineola broke open the 
game with 2:57 left in the 
first quarter. The score stood 
8-4 when in quick succes-
sion Meghan Brewington hit 
consecutive 3-pointers, Jaid-
en Gardner and Jessiah Ri-
ley combined to create two 
Rains turnovers, and Sabria 
Dean found Tahjae Black 
with a backside pass to the 
low post.

In addition to the turn-
overs created by the Mineola 
press, the secondary effects 
caused to the Rains squad 
were telling. When the Lady 
Cats did cleanly break the 
press, they were disjointed 
or ill-positioned in the offen-
sive zone. Lady Cat confi-
dence was shaken and made 
a comeback impossible. 

The Lady Jackets were 
coming off a disappointing 

performance in a close loss 
to Edgewood and shook off 
that loss by simply moving 
their feet. Mineola focused 
the entire game. Most nota-
bly, their offensive perfor-
mance matched their defen-
sive pressure. Numerous 
well-executed assists saw 
eight Lady Jackets on the 

scorecard.
Sabria Dean led the Lady 

Jackets with 18 points and 
6 assists. She was joined in 
double figures by Meghan 
Brewington who recorded 
17 points.  Senior Tiara Ste-
phens is becoming a force in 
the lane, just in time for the 
upcoming playoffs.  

Kelby Bruner, 10 and Dawson Pendergrass of Mineola scrap for the ball with the Rains Wildcats in last week’s district 
win. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Cyndi Butler and Tahjae Black of Mineola trap the Rains ball handler as 
Coach Brad Gibson directs the action. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Lady Jacket pressure too much for Rains

Yellowjacket inside defense 
helps secure win over Rains

The inaugural Mineola 
Lady Jacket alumni softball 
game will take place Sat-
urday, Feb. 8 at the Lady 
Jackets’ softball field just 
northeast of Mineola Prima-
ry School at 1555 State Hwy. 
564 Loop.

They will lead off at noon 
with registration and lunch, 
home run derby is at 1:30 
p.m. and game time is 2 p.m.

The event will raise money 
to support the Mineola High 
School softball program.

Cost is $25 donation to 
compete in the game and 
includes lunch. There is a $5 
entry fee for the home run 
derby. Spectating is free.

Lady Jackets head softball 
coach Taelor Cheshier wants 
everyone to “come play, 
watch, and enjoy themselves 

on a day for us to come to-
gether as a community and 
give our players the oppor-
tunity to hang out with and 
watch the girls that began 
and shaped our program to-
day.”

For more information, 
contact Cheshier at 
cheshiert@mineolaisd.net or 
903-574-3134.

Mineola softball team hosting first alumni game
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Employment 
Open House

Hiring managers on-site

Thursday, Feb. 6
2 to 6 p.m.

Education Room
117 N. Winnsboro St.

UTHealthEastTexas.com/careers

By SAM MAJOR
photos@wood.cm

The Mineola Yellowjackets 
topped Alba-Golden 72–64 
on the Panthers’ home court 
to remain undefeated in dis-
trict play, though the final 
margin of eight belies the 
close contest waged Friday.

The bookends of quarters, 
the opening and closing sec-
onds of each period, showed 
just how crucial every mo-
ment of a game can prove to 
be.

The Panthers opened 
strong and held a small 
lead for nearly five minutes, 
when the Yellowjackets took 
over at 7–6. Mineola pushed 
it to 11-9 and held for the 
last shot of the quarter, but 
Alba-Golden’s defense held 
the gap to two.

The Yellowjackets then 
stretched the lead to 29-23 
and with 27 ticks on the clock 
stalled for one more scoring 
opportunity. T.J. Moreland 
put up a three-pointer at the 
buzzer, got fouled and sunk 

all his free throws to close 
the half with a 32-23 Mineo-
la lead.

Yellowjackets Jonah Fisch-
er and Dawson Pendergrass 
racked up three fouls each 
in the first half, as did Alba 
Golden’s Blake Weissert in 
the opening quarter alone, 
costing them playing time.

Alba-Golden opened the 
second half with back-to-
back threes from Jacob Dai-
ley and Jon-Michael Chad-
wick, then Boedy Baker got a 
steal and converted a layup, 
quickly closing the gap to 
one, prompting a timeout 
after just 93 seconds of play.

Weissert found his shot, 
hitting three third-quarter 
three-point shots.

Chadwick tacked on ten to 
the Panther tally for the ral-
ly back, taking Alba-Golden 
to a 45-44 lead, its first since 
3:19 in the first, by getting 
a steal and laying it in with 
1:44 to go in the third.

The Yellowjackets yet 
again wanted the final shot 
of the period, but Chadwick 

disrupted their plan, deflect-
ing a pass, dashing to the 
paint and drawing a foul 
with a single second left. But 
he couldn’t take advantage, 
missing both free throws.

Ten seconds into the 
fourth, Fischer tried to draw 
a charge on a Chadwick 
floater but got a blocking 
call instead, his fourth foul. 
Mineola head coach Ryan 
Steadman showed his trust 
in his junior point guard by 
leaving him in, and Fischer 
proved that move wise, stay-
ing foul-free for the remain-
der and going 6-of-6 from 
the charity stripe down the 
stretch to add to his 31 point 
total for the evening.

Kelby Bruner had the hot 
hand for the ‘Jackets down 
the stretch, knocking down 
five shots from the field for 
the fourth. He and Panther 
shooter Weissert exchanged 
deep shots, ratcheting up the 
crowd’s excitement.

Mineola led 66-60 with 2:15 
in regulation when Weissert 
fouled out, a blow for the Al-

ba-Golden attack; Will Har-
tin subbed in and buried a 
shot on his first possession.

Two consecutive Panther 
steals were answered on 
the other end by two ‘Jack-
et blocks by Fischer, brief-
ly halting the hopes of the 

home crowd.
Chadwick was fighting to 

the rim but couldn’t get a 
shot to fall; despite drawing 
contact, he was unable to get 
to the free throw line, which 
he usually manages.

Tim Mitchell came up big 

for Alba-Golden with 80 sec-
onds to go, closing the gap to 
66–64 with a baseline drive.

Bruner continued to hit his 
jumper and Mineola soon 
secured a six-point edge 
again, which proved insur-
mountable for the Panthers.

By SAM MAJOR
photos@wood.cm

The district front-running 
Mineola Lady Jackets stung 
the Lady Panthers 89-29 in 
Alba-Golden on Friday.

Mineola’s scoring started 
fast with a Jaiden Gardner 
three-point play. The Lady 
Jackets connected on five 
three-point shots in the first 
quarter, three of those from 
Sabria Dean for 9 of her 13 
points in the period. Cyndi 
Butler started the down-
town deluge for the Lady 
Jackets, the first of her four 
long-balls.

Only Crimson Bryant 
scored from the field for Al-
ba-Golden, netting all five 
of her points in the open-
ing period. Cacie Lennon, 
Kallie Wright and Bella 
Crawford went 4-6 on free 

throws to tally 9 to the Lady 
Jackets’ 24 in the opening 
eight minutes.

The second quarter fea-
tured more free throws as 
both teams reached the bo-
nus halfway into the period. 
The scoring total was simi-
lar, with Mineola dominat-
ing 27-10.

The Lady Panthers hit 
9-of-14 free throws but 
turned the ball over 17 times 
in the first half.

Mineola went 13-18 from 
the line, dominated re-
bounding 17-4 and hit 9 
threes toward a 51-19 lead 
at the break.

The second half opened 
much like the first, with 
Butler, Dean and Gardner 
hitting early threes.

If one didn’t know the 
score, the gameplay and 

coaching in the third quar-
ter would not lead one 
to believe Mineola had 
opened a 39-point gap with 
5:27 remaining. Alba-Gold-
en continued to play hard, 
and Mineola’s coach Brad 
Gibson showed no appetite 
for let-up on the Lady Jack-
ets’ part, admonishing them 
to get in the paint for defen-
sive rebounds rather than 
“snowbirding” to get open 
for fast break opportunities.

After a Dean defensive 
board, she split two defend-
ers, was bewildered by the 
no-call, and proceeded to 
will herself to the basket at 
the other end of the floor, 
scoring a bucket while be-
ing fouled, then converted 
the three-point play at the 
line.

A mountainous 74-23 

Mineola margin after 24 
minutes of play was too 
much to scale for the Lady 
Panthers.

Dean’s 32 points, 4 assists, 
4 steals and 2 blocks in three 
quarters earned her some 
rest. She continued leading 
in the final quarter from the 
bench, where she was heard 
calling offensive plays, 
which she normally does at 
the top of the key.

Alba-Golden traveled 
Tuesday to Lone Oak and 
will host Quitman for se-
nior night Friday. After a 
bye Tuesday, Mineola hosts 
Lone Oak for their senior 
night on Friday.

Jon-Michael Chadwick, left, and Colt Marlow reach after a loose ball. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Lady Panther guard Cacie Lennon, 
2, and Lady Jacket post Tiara 

Stephens, 20, go after a loose ball 
in Alba-Golden on Friday. (Monitor 

photo by Sam Major)

Alba-Golden boys give Mineola stern test

Lady Jackets roll past A-G
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Obituaries
GARY DON ROMINE, JR. 

1970-2020
Gary Don Romine, Jr. of Winnsboro 

passed away on Jan. 28, 2020 at his res-
idence. Gary was born July 30, 1970 in 
Quitman. He worked as a logger with 
his father. He is survived by his wife, 
Jennifer Morrison, and his good friend 
and mother to his son, Teri Allen; his 
son Rowdy Romine of Winnsboro; his 
parents, Gary Dale and Linda Gail Ro-
mine of Winnsboro; his grandmother, 

Earlean Romine of Winnsboro; his two brothers, Keith 
Romine of Winnsboro and Michael Henson of Aubrey; his 
nephew Austin Romine of Winnsboro; and his niece Riley 
Henson, of Winnsboro.

The family received friends on Thursday, Jan. 30, 2020 
at the Lowe Funeral Home Chapel of the Chimes from 6-8 
p.m. Funeral service was held at 1 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 31, 
2020 at the Lowe Funeral Home Chapel of the Chimes with 
Brother Donny Chamberlin officiating. Burial followed at 
the Smyrna Cemetery in Winnsboro. Serving as pallbearers 
were James Henson, Benny Caldwell, James Vaughn, Jack-
ie Weems, Stanley Caldwell and Allen Henson.

ANTHONY LYNN “TONY” HUMPHRIES
1960-2020

Services for Anthony Lynn “Tony” 
Humphries, 59, of Golden were held at 
11 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 1, 2020 at First 
Baptist Church of Alba with Dr. Kelly 
Burton officiating.

Interment was in Golden Cemetery.
Tony passed away Jan. 26, 2020 at his 

residence. He was born April 22, 1960 
in Dallas to Amos Lavern and Chessie 
Lou Altom Humphries. Tony moved 

to Golden from Garland 24 years ago. He battled cancer 
since 2002. He loved hunting, fishing, being outdoors and 
animals. He attended First Baptist Church of Alba when 
he was able. Tony was preceded in death by his parents; 
grandparents; and numerous aunts, uncles and cousins.

Survivors include brother, Mike Humphries and wife 
Treva of Golden; cousins, Dianne Hopper and Nedra Hop-
per of Redfield, Ark. and Johnny Childress and wife Laurel 
of Benton, Ark.; and niece, Chessie Humphries of Mineola.

Donations can be made to the American Cancer Society 
P.O. Box 22478, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73123; 1-800-227-
2345; or www.cancer.org.

The family received friends from 6-8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 31, 
2020 at Wilson-Bartley Funeral Home.

LOIS HARRISON, 
1930-2020

Services for Lois Harrison, 89, of 
Grand Saline, were held at 2 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 30, 2020 at First United Meth-
odist Church, Grand Saline, with Susan 
Smith and Blair Currey officiating.

Interment was in Woodside Cemetery.
Mrs. Harrison passed away Jan. 26, 

2020, at her home in Grand Saline. She 
was born Nov. 17, 1930, in Mount Car-
mel, Ill. to Albert and Margaret Brake 

Garwood.  She spent her early years in Mount Carmel and 
the last 55 years in Grand Saline where she was a member 
of Fruitvale United Methodist Church and a member of the 
Order of the Eastern Star. She worked at Cozby-Germany 

Hospital for many years and 25 years at Walmart in Min-
eola. Lois was preceded in death by her parents; husband, 
Staton E. “Sike” Harrison; son, Dave “Buffy” Harrison; 
four brothers, Martin Garwood, Robert Garwood, Ralph 
Garwood and Sherman Garwood; and sister, Leola Treece.

Survivors include her son, Jack Harrison and wife Pau-
lette of Grand Saline; two daughters, Tam Erwin of Grand 
Saline and Pam Harrison of Grand Saline; daughter-in-law, 
Donna Harrison of Grand Saline; sister, Glenna Garwood of 
Mount Carmel, Ill.; three grandchildren, Dave Harrison, Jr. 
of Forney, Heidi Ewunes of Grand Saline and Bryan Erwin, 
Jr. of Fruitvale; three great-grandchildren, Lexi Ewunes, 
Vincent Ewunes and Staton Erwin; one great-great-grand-
daughter, Layla Ewunes; four step-grandchildren; several 
step-great-grandchildren; and numerous other relatives 
and friends.

Pallbearers were Bryan Erwin, Jr., Vincent Ewunes, Rob-
ert West, Don Mims, Jonathan Read and Tim Smith.

Honorary pallbearers were Staton Erwin, Jimmy Fisher, 
Dwayne Gaston, Jerry Crane and Emmit Miller.

Memorials may be made to Woodside Cemetery, Grand 
Saline Volunteer Fire Department or Scottish Rite Hospital.

The family received friends from 6-8 p.m., Wednesday at 
Bartley Funeral Home, Grand Saline.

SANDRA LEE GLIDEWELL 
1943-2020

Sandra Lee Glidewell, 76, of Quitman passed away on 
Jan. 26, 2020.  Sandra was born in Sherman on Aug. 16, 
1943. Sandra was a longtime resident of Wood County in 
the Cartwright Community. She was a member of Cart-
wright Baptist Church, and she enjoyed being a homemak-
er.  Sandra was preceded in death by her husband, Robert, 
and her parents.  She is survived by her daughter, Rhonda 
Glidewell Brooks of Celebration, Fla. and two sons, Chad 
Lee Harville of Cartwright and Billy Mack Harville of Fort 
Worth. Graveside services were held on Thursday, Jan. 30, 
2020 at Roselawn Memorial Gardens in Mineola at 11 a.m. 
with Bro. Johnny Glidewell officiating. Services were un-
der the direction of Lowe Funeral Home.

ROBERT BROOKE “BUDDY” WILBOURN 
1931-2020

Robert Brooke “Buddy” Wilbourn, 
88, of Quitman passed away on Feb. 1, 
2020. Buddy is survived by his wife of 
58 years,  Annette; sister, Lucy Wad-
dell and husband Walter Waddell of 
Columbia, S.C.; daughter, Brooke Wil-
bourn and fiance’ Curt Schoettle of New 
Braunfels; daughter, Stacie Whitaker 
and husband Lynn Whitaker of Glade-
water; grandson, Coleton Brooke Whita-

ker of Washington, D.C.; granddaughter, Autumn Softley 
and husband Chris Softley; great-grandchildren, Tatum, 
Tyler and Trey Softley of Lubbock; and many nieces, neph-
ews and extended family. Buddy was a loving father, hus-
band, PawPaw and friend. 

Buddy served in the US Air Force and graduated from 
Louisiana State University before beginning his lifetime 
career as a petroleum engineer for Transcontinental Gas 
Pipeline. After retirement, Buddy and Annette left the city 
life in Houston to settle in Quitman. 

A man of few words, Buddy had a knack for making peo-
ple laugh and smile. Even in hard times, he continued to 
find something funny to say. Buddy lived life to the fullest. 
He enjoyed fishing and all sports, but especially had a pas-
sion for his alma mater, the LSU Tigers. Those closest to 
him shared a life of adventure and many fond memories.

The family will have a celebration of life at a later date. 
Those desiring, memorial contributions can be made to 
First United Methodist Church, Endowment Fund, at PO 
Box 1643, Quitman, TX. 75783.

VADYS ELIZABETH ROSS 
1921-2020

Vadys Elizabeth Ross returned home 
to be with the Lord on Jan. 30, 2020. She 
was born Sept. 24, 1921 in Matagorda to 
Melton Ellis and Lilly V. Hoskins. She 
spent her youth in Victoria, where 
she graduated with honors from Patti 
Welder High School in 1939. The family 
moved to Fairbanks (outside of Hous-
ton) to a small family farm while her 
dad worked in the oil field. Two years 

later, Vadys graduated from Draughon business school in 
Houston, beginning her work career as an administrative 
assistant for a prominent business family, working in that 
position during the entire WWII period. Vadys married the 
late Donald Gabriel Ross on Dec. 8, 1945. 

Vadys is survived by one sister, Barbara Hunter of Haw-
kins; five children, Linda Sue Ross of Atlanta Ga., Ellen 
Jean Ross of Sandy Springs, Ga., Donald Gabriel Ross Jr. of 
Richardson, Patricia Ann Ross of Allen and Richard Melton 
Ross of Acworth, Ga.;  eight grandchildren, Billy Grider, 
Melissa Dougan, Alesia Burnett, Jennifer Dorward, Chasity 
Ross, Cameron Compton, Ashleigh Compton and Katelyn 
Ross;  12 great-grandchildren, Hayley Turner, Trip Grider, 
Trevor Grider, Brisa Dougan, Jack Burnett, Harley Grid-
er, Bethany Dougan, Charlie Burnett, Kylan Grider, Lau-
ren Burnett, Avery Dorward and Logan Dorward; and two 
great-great-grandchildren, Aubreigh Jackson and Xander 
Turner.

Vadys was preceded in death by her parents and sisters, 
Mary Seiler, Doris Harding, Maxine Downey and Betty 
Bretzke.

She was a long-time member of the First Baptist Church 
of Hawkins where she taught Sunday School and assisted 
in many other ways until her health no longer permitted. 
She was an active member and a past Worthy Matron of 
Eastern Star for a number of years.  

Vadys was very excited to tell you that had WWII not be-
gan when it did, she would have been a licensed pilot since 
she was taking flying lessons at the airport owned by the 
family whom she worked for at the time.  She lacked only 
30 minutes of flight time to obtain her license.  

Vadys traveled the world and visited five of the seven 
continents, including a three-year stint living in New Del-
hi, India.

Wood County
SERVICE DIRECTORY

ConstruCtion GymnastiCs-CheerConstruCtionreal estate

KENDAL FARMER
Your local real estate eXpert serving

Wood County and surrounding areas since 2005

(903) 920-1573
kendal.farmer@exprealty.com

Professional.  Timely.  Pleasant.

Residential * Farm & Ranch * Lakefront * Rural Acreage

BROKERED BY

Mineola Animal Shelter

Lake Country Animal Clinic
Clifton D. Bradshaw «» 903-569-5418
1124 W. FM 564 «» Mineola, TX 75773

Sponsored 

by:

Baker Street 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
Tuesday-Saturday From 8am - 4pm

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs & cats spayed and neutered.

Mineola Animal Shelter

Can you provide a forever home for one of them? 

JusticeJustice

Big JohnBig John

Watkins Insurance
GROUPG

P.O. Box 1188 • Mineola, TX 75773
(Across From Wal-Mart)

Ph. (903) 569-5115
Fax (903) 569-5110
Texas (800) 460-5510

nwatkins@watkinsinsurancegroup.com
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Nic Watkins
Licensed Agent

903-569-2311

Servicing Any and All 
At-Home Medical Needs!

Providing Anywhere From... 

          Shower Chairs,

to Oxygen!
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The Employees of 

Watkins Insurance Group 
urges everyone to attend 

the church of their choice!

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

Family owned business for more than 60 continuous years
1238 N Pacific St • Mineola, TX

903 569-5432
www.mineolaandcantoneyecare.com

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX 
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621
Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Jason Walters

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873
Phillip Casper

Freedom Baptist Church
155 CR 2201, Mineola

903-638-8555
Pastor  Al Dusek

Hainesville Baptist Church
3368 FM 49, Mineola

903 569-3212
 Pastor Terry Davis

Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Tim Nall

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola

 (903) 569-3760
Pastor Michael Mize

Northside Baptist Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3872
Steve Prestridge, Pastor

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 

(903) 569-5746
Pastor Jeff Thompson

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola

(903) 569-9350
Pastor Nick Kerry

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola

(903) 569-2433
Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola

(903) 569-8722
Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
The Rev. Thomas A. Pantle

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Mark Thompson
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton
Faith Baptist Church

405 S Hart Street, Quitman
903-492-3535

Pastor Mike Midkiff
First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

Church of God in Christ
Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ

209 Bookman St., Quitman TX
(903)780-097

Pastor Bobby H.  Jones

JEWISH
Bethel Temple Fellowship

680 CR 2150, Quitman, Texas
(940) 206-5830

Rabbi  Linda Gutierrez

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Dean Brown

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR 5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 • Alba, Tx 75410
(903) 473-9523 Fax: 903-474-9045

Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org
email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT BUILDING
MATERIALS

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Attend the church of  
your choice this week. 

These area churches welcome you.

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

“For it is all for your sake, so that as 
grace extends to more and more people 
it may increase thanksgiving, to the 
glory of God.”     2 Corinthians 4:15

“Give thanks to the Lord, 
for he is good; 

his love endures forever.”
1 Chronicles 16:34

“The Lord is my strength and my 
shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am 
helped; my heart exults, and with my 
song I give thanks to him.”     Psalm 28:7

“Devote yourselves to prayer, 
being watchful and thankful.”

Colossians 4:2 

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES - SHEET METAL 

DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

903-569-2442 • 715 Mimosa St. • Mineola, Texas 75773
903-763-4522  • 211 N. Main • Quitman, TX 75783
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JOB FAIR
SPONSORED BY

Visit us ON‐SITE at ProTec 
Immediate Hires for Awesome Jobs!    Meet criteria and GO to WORK!

SEE FIRST HAND WHAT JOB YOU WILL BE DOING!

WHEN:    Thursday—February 13th 
   10:00am to 2:00 pm   
WHERE:  Protec 
   4300 FM 2225, Quitman, TX

FOR MORE INFORMATION  CONTACT
RPM Staffing Professionals— 903‐638‐7720

Can’t make it  to the Fair? Apply Online
www.rpmstaffing.net

RPM is an Equal Opportunity Employer                                  “Teamwork Makes the Difference”

By JACQUE HILBURN-SIMMONS

It’s no secret spring flow-
ers can chase away the win-
ter blahs.

People craving a sneak 
peek of Mother Nature’s 
colorful show are invited 
to volunteer their energy to 
prepare the Wood County 
Arboretum and Botanical 
Gardens for spring visitors. 

“Regardless of your lev-
el of gardening experience, 
you can learn something 
new and put it to work ei-
ther in your own gardens 
or at the arboretum,” said 
Deanna Caldwell, president 
of non-profit Friends of the 
Arboretum, which oversees 
the grounds.

The 23-acre arboretum at 
175 Governor Hogg Pkwy. 
offers an array of attractions, 
including a walking trail, 
gazebo, sensory garden and 
new way station for mon-
arch butterflies. 

The centerpiece of the 
venue is the 1869 Stinson 
House, originally built in the 
Speer Community by James 
A. Stinson, whose daughter 
Sallie married Jim Hogg, first 
native born Texas governor. 

The structure was moved 
in 1968 to its current loca-
tion and later incorporated 
into the arboretum where it 
is available by appointment 
for tours and private events.

The arboretum and the 
historic house are tended 
by volunteers, and it takes 
plenty of helpers to manage 
the upkeep.

“The opportunities to vol-
unteer are not limited to gar-
dening,” Caldwell said. “If 
you are interested in main-

taining and showcasing 
an historic structure, or in 
the administrative tasks 
associated with running a 
non-profit, we can use your 
help. We provide a lovely 
atmosphere to work in and 
lots of talented, friendly peo-
ple to work with.”

Volunteers gather from 9 
a.m.-noon each Wednesday 
to care for the grounds, per-
forming routine garden tasks 
such as mulching, weed-
ing, trimming and planting. 
During hot months, partici-
pants gather from 8-11 a.m.

Volunteers are encour-
aged to participate at their 
own pace and level of ability 
for projects.

“Some supporters, who 
don’t have time to attend 
workdays, prefer to donate 
materials or monetary re-
sources instead,” said Lin 
Grado, garden manager.

“We were outlining a bed 
in old bricks one time and 
needed about 300 bricks to 
finish,” Grado said. “One 
volunteer mentioned that 
there were old bricks at her 
ranch and invited us to come 
get them. Her family donat-
ed 1,200 antique bricks, and 
so we built a paved patio 
within the new bed.”

Occasional classes and 
special events at the arbore-
tum can prompt a spark of 
unexpected creativity, such 
as decorating efforts extend-
ed recently by Ann Fair-Irby, 
an artist and Wood County 
Master Gardener who lives 
at Holly Lake Ranch.

The former retail design-
er developed the Christmas 
décor for the arboretum’s 
annual holiday open house. 

She said volunteering boosts 
her spirits, creativity and 
knowledge.

“I grew up in California 
and spent the last 20 years in 
Las Vegas, so I knew nothing 
about the area,” she said. “I 
love going to the arboretum 
because I learn so much 
from my fellow gardeners. 
It’s a great place to enjoy the 
beauty of the gardens and 
get some exercise. The Stin-
son House is a great place to 
learn some local history too.”

Grado said Irby and her 
merry band of volunteers 
helped create a memorable 
and magical evening for the 
community.

“We had a wonderful 
turnout and people real-
ly enjoyed it,” Grado said. 
“Volunteers are not just free 
labor – they bring passion 
and ideas and skills.”

People who want to learn 
more about supporting the 
arboretum, or gardening in 
general, are invited to attend 
a Wednesday morning work 
session or register for free 
monthly mini-workshops 
offered throughout the 
spring at the Stinson house. 

Workshops are 9-10:30 
a.m. on scheduled Satur-
days, featuring these topics 
and dates: Rose Pruning 
with Heirloom Propaga-
tion, Feb. 22; Texas Garden-
ing 101, March 21; Building 
a Container Garden, April 
25; Butterfly Gardening and 
Release, May 16; and Worm 
Composting, June 20.

For information and work-
shop sign-ups, visit www.
woodcountyarbo.org or 
email woodcountyarbo@
gmail.com.

BY ANGIE MONK, WOOD COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT

Home Sweet Home
February is known as Na-

tional Heart Health Month, 
with many organizations 
working toward promot-
ing healthy hearts. The top 
healthy lifestyle choices for 
better heart health are 1) 
eating balanced, nutritious 
meals, 2) participating in 
daily physical activities and, 
3) avoiding smoking and al-
cohol intake. 

The following are a few 
reminders to eat smart for a 
heart healthy life:

– Choose plenty of fruits 
and vegetables;,nents of a 
healthy diet. A person con-
suming 2000 calories should 
include about 2½ cups of 
vegetables and 2 cups of 
fruits every day. You may 
include them in a variety of 
forms – fresh, canned, dried 

or frozen.
– Choose low-fat dairy 

products. They provide the 
same nutrients but with less 
fat and calories. 

– Avoid trans fats and 
limit saturated fats to less 
than 10% of daily calories. 
Replace butter with spreads 
made of monounsaturated 
fats (canola, olive, peanut 
and sunflower) or polyun-
saturated fats (corn, sun-
flower, and soybean). Mono- 
and polyunsaturated fats 
are liquid at room tempera-
ture and are ideal for daily 
cooking. 

– Limit refined grains 
by aiming to make half of 
grain intake as whole grains. 
Whole grains are good 
sources of dietary fiber and 
many nutrients. 

– Reduce 
sodium in-
take to less 
than 2,300 
mg. per 
day. (The 
ideal limit 
for most 
adults and those who are at 
risk for heart disease is no 
more than 1,500 mg. dietary 
sodium  may increase the 
risk for high blood pressure. 

– Avoid excess calories 
from sugar-sweetened bev-
erages. The calories from 
added sugars should be less 
than 10% of daily calories. 

– Practicing portion con-
trol is key to keeping weight 
in check.

February is here and all sorts of things 
happen in February. We have lots of books 
to recognize February as African-American 
History month, Valentine’s and President’s 
Day.

Our Friends of the Library are hosting a 
tea on Thursday, Feb. 6 from noon until 1 
p.m. It will be held at our annex location, 
1721 N. Pacific. Florence B’s has generously 
provided items for the fashion show. Join 
this free event and learn more about the 
Friends of the Library.

On Thursday, Feb. 13, City National Bank 
will be having a bake sale, just in time for 
Valentine’s Day. The proceeds from this 
sale will benefit the library. Please stop 
by and purchase a yummy dessert and 
support the library at the same time. Their 
address is 200 N. Pacific and it’s just across 
the street from the library.

We have added a new carpet in the chil-
dren’s area. It is an undersea theme in blue 
and green. Stop by and see what else is new 
in the library.

We are continuing to offer Pre School 
Story Time on Tuesday mornings at 11 for 
3, 4, and 5 year olds with their parents, K-5 
after school on Tuesdays at 4 p.m., Toddler 
Time on Wednesday mornings at 10:15 

for children 18 months to 
3 years with a parent, and 
Baby Bounce on Thursday 
mornings at 10 for infants to 
18 month olds with their par-
ents. We have ceased offering 
TNT on Tuesday due to lack 

of participation.
The Library Book Club will meet on 

Thursday, Feb. 20 at 6 p.m. to discuss “The 
Typewriter.” After discussion, the group 
will learn of the next selection.

The East Texas Library Friends book club 
will meet in Rains County on Saturday, 
Feb. 22 at 2 p.m. to discuss “The Gods of 
Howl Mountain.” Find this group at www.
goodreads.com and learn how to be a part 
of this group of Friends from across East 
Texas.

Tax time is upon us once again. The 
library does not have any tax forms nor tax 
assistance. To get the forms you may visit a 
local tax preparer or go to irs.gov and select 
the form you need and print it. Tax Prepa-
ration Assistance is available in Lindale 
at the Lille Russell Memorial Library on 
Thursdays by appointment. Appointments 
may be made by calling the Lindale Library 
at 903-882-1900.

Mineola Memorial Library Notes
BY LIBRARIAN MARY HURLEY

Arboretum searching for volunteers

The city of Mineola will 
consider a grant partnership 
for career and technical edu-
cation next month with the 
Mineola school district.

City Manager Mercy Rush-
ing briefed the city council 
last week on the two entities 
using some of the Perkins 

Grant the school district re-
ceived to hire a person full-
time for six months to work 
on expanding the CTE pro-
gram.

The city would house the 
CTE assistant, Rushing said, 
as the school district does 
not have office space for the 

position.
Rushing said the person 

would assist with commu-
nication among the various 
partners working toward 
establishing a CTE regional 
hub in Mineola, including 
area school districts and 
businesses.

City and Mineola ISD to partner for CTE staffer
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Mineola Police Report

Mineola Fire Report

Wood County Sheriff’s Report
JAN. 15

11:09 a.m. Deputies were for-
warded a phone call regarding 
a theft on Butternut Glen in Holly 
Lake Ranch a few months ago. 
Someone took property from a 
storage building. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

2:30 p.m. Michelle Lindsey, 48, 
of Como, was arrested for an out-
standing warrant at the Adult Pro-
bation Department.

6:08 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 4760 
regarding a dog bite. Deputies 
took possession of the stray dog 
to quarantine it for ten days.

6:43 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to E. Goode St. for an 
aggressive dog. The owner was 
given dangerous dog paperwork 
and advised to keep the dog on 
his own property.

6:52 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 1941 in 
Yantis regarding suspicious ac-
tivity.  Deputies will provide extra 
patrol in the area.

JAN. 16
12:34 a.m. Deputies conducted 

a traffic stop on FM 515 on the 
east bridge. Christy Radacy, 40, 
of Fort Worth, was arrested for an 
outstanding warrant.

2:30 a.m. Deputies attempted 
to conduct a traffic stop on South 
69 when the subject began to 
flee. He eventually lost control of 
his vehicle and came to a stop. 
William Fishburn, 19, of Glade-
water, was arrested for evading 
arrest and an outstanding war-
rant.

9:44 a.m. Deputies assisted 
DPS by giving a courtesy ride to 
a driver following an accident on 
Hwy. 80E/PR 6646.

1:43 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 2088 between 
2869 and 852 regarding a traffic 
hazard.  Deputies contacted Tx-
DOT which cleared the roadway 
of a downed tree.

2:15 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 14 in Quitman for 
a sexual assault of a child. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

4:30 p.m. Samuel Landaverde, 
56, of Grand Saline, was arrested 
for an outstanding warrant at the 
Adult Probation Office.

5:24 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 2659 in Hawkins 
about an animal complaint. The 
complainant reported a loose 
dog had attacked his four goats 
and one of the goats had to be 
put down. Deputies located the 
person responsible for the dog 
who stated that it accidentally got 
out of the house. He was issued 
a citation and he advised that the 
dog had been re-located to an-
other county where he also owns 
property.

5:33 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hawkins in reference 
to a suicidal subject. After dep-
uties talked to the subject, he 
agreed to be transported to the 
hospital for evaluation.

10:23 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 80 at FM 1799 
about a traffic hazard. Deputies 
located and removed multiple 
items out of the roadway.

10:38 p.m. Jennifer Newman, 
37, of Golden was arrested for an 
outstanding warrant on FM 1799 
in Golden.

JAN. 17
1:24 a.m. Deputies located 

a vehicle which had run off of 
the road on Hwy. 154 in Yantis. 
Jayden Wallace, 28, of Sulphur 
Springs, was arrested for driving 

while intoxicated.
11:02 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to County Road 2117 
in Quitman concerning a distur-
bance. The complainant reported 
being assaulted.  This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

11:42 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 1858 
in Yantis about a disturbance 
involving a weapon. Deputies 
met with both individuals. Roger 
Allen, 60, of Yantis, was arrest-
ed for aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon. Francis Ramirez, 
50, of Yantis, was arrested for ag-
gravated assault with a deadly 
weapon.

12:35 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 2275 
in Mineola about a burglary. The 
victim reported someone had 
burglarized his storage unit, ga-
rage and vehicle. This case will 
be forwarded to investigators.

1:39 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 2430 
in Mineola about a burglary of a 
vehicle. The victim reported that 
someone had burglarized his RV. 
This case has been forwarded to 
investigators.

9:25 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to South 69 in Alba in ref-
erence to a reckless driver. Dep-
uties searched the area, located 
the vehicle and issued a verbal 
warning to the driver.

JAN. 18
10:38 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to County Road 3130 
concerning a suspicious vehicle. 
Deputies contacted the owner 
of the vehicle who came to pick 
it up.

3:08 p.m. A reporting party 
stated that he was given a rent 
check which later turned out to 
be counterfeit due to the account 
being closed. This case is being 
forwarded to investigators.

4:01 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 154 in Yantis for 
a burglary. The victim reported 
that his storage unit had been 
burglarized. This case will be for-
warded to investigators.

6:42 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to S.H. 154 in Quitman 
concerning a disturbance be-
tween two individuals. When the 
deputies arrived, one of the par-
ties had already left the scene. 
This case has been closed due to 
the victim refusing to cooperate 
with the investigation.

JAN. 19
3:34 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to County Road 1971 in 
Yantis concerning suspicious cir-
cumstances.  Deputies checked 
the area, all of the doors and win-
dows of the home and everything 
was OK.

5:34 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Private Road 7543 to 
assist the driver of an 18-wheeler 
get his truck turned around and 
off of the street.

8:19 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 154 in Yantis 
concerning an abandoned boat 
on a trailer.  Deputies located the 
owner who did not realize that his 
boat had been stolen because he 
lives out of the local area. Dep-
uties went with him to check his 
storage unit where he discovered 
multiple items missing.  This case 
has been forwarded to investiga-
tors.

9:36 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 3842 in 
Hawkins for an inquest. A male, 
74, was found deceased in his 
residence. The justice of the 
peace was notified.

5:53 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Higginbotham in Alba 
regarding an assault. An ambu-
lance was dispatched for the vic-
tim who was unresponsive and 
could not make a statement. This 
report remains active until the vic-
tim is able to make a statement.

JAN. 20
5:31 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to County Road 1559 
in Alba for a kidnapping. After 
speaking with those involved, 
deputies began a search for the 
suspect but were unable to locate 
him. Deputies were dispatched to 
FM 17 in Alba in reference to a 
suspicious person. Deputies de-
termined this to be the previously 
mentioned kidnapping suspect 
who was then transported to the 
emergency room for evaluation. 
Upon release from the hospital 
the following day, Michael Smith, 
37, of Tyler, was arrested for kid-
napping.

4:16 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 2088 in Quitman 
for a disturbance. Deputies spoke 
with the involved parties and 
cleared the incident.

5:12 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 37 South regard-
ing a reckless driver. Deputies 
located the vehicle and contacted 
EMS for the driver to get medical 
assistance.

5:26 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 4930 
in Quitman for harassment. The 
complainants reported being re-
peatedly harassed by an individ-
ual known to them. Deputies is-
sued a criminal trespass warning 
and cleared the incident.

JAN. 21
7:32 a.m. Lance Fulgate, 51, 

of Hawkins was arrested for 
outstanding warrants on Private 
Road 7908 in Hawkins. May Fu-
gate, 74 of Gun Barrel City, was 
arrested for deadly conduct.

10:26 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 2632 
in Mineola concerning a suicidal 
subject. The subject was trans-
ported to the hospital, evaluated 
and released to home.

10:57 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 2220 in 
Mineola about a theft. Someone 
stole playground equipment from 
the location.

12:23 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 1581 in 
Alba regarding a theft. The com-
plainant reported that someone 
had removed some political signs 
from the yard.

1:48 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 1785 in 
Yantis regarding a welfare check. 
The individual was located and 
EMS notified.

6:11 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Llano Bend in Holly 
Lake Ranch for a recovered sto-
len vehicle.  Deputies contacted 
the reporting agency, Upshur 
County, which made arrange-
ments for the vehicle to be picked 
up.

6:46 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to County Road 4896 
in Winnsboro about an assault. 
The complainant admitted that 
the situation was verbal only. The 
complainant was advised of the 
penalties of falsifying a report.

7:45 p.m. A reporting party stat-
ed that he had left his vehicle at 
a location on County Road 2430 
in Mineola, and when he returned 
someone had removed certain 
items. This case is forwarded to 
investigators.

JAN. 23
7:37 a.m. A burglary of a ve-

hicle was reported on Pegues 
Street. Nothing was taken from 
the vehicle at the time, but the 
vehicle was rummaged through. 
The vehicle was unlocked, with 
no forced entry.

3:34 p.m. A suspicious person 
was reportedly walking around 
the building at the police depart-
ment/city complex, with a limp 
and stumbling. When the officers 
checked on him, he was found 
to have a parole warrant for rob-
bery. James Randy Narron, 65, 
of Mineola was arrested for the 
warrant.

3:59 p.m. A family member of 
a man that rode the train and got 
off in Mineola reported the man 
was not there when he got to the 
train depot to pick him up. During 
the investigation, another family 
member was contacted and they 
stated the man was going from 
Louisiana to Dallas, to stay with 
the family member that was pick-
ing him up. It was determined that 
the man changed his mind and 
decided to go back to Louisiana. 

7:34 p.m. Charles Woodrow 
Bertrand, 34, of Mineola, was 
arrested for possession of a con-
trolled substance, driving while 
license suspended, no financial 
responsibility and expired regis-
tration. An officer stopped Ber-
trand for the expired registration 
on N. Newsom St.

JAN. 24
11:11 a.m. A resident on Hogg 

St. wished to speak with an offi-
cer in reference to information on 
how to remove a person from the 
residence. The officer referred 
the resident to the justice of the 
peace.

11:47 a.m. A family member 
reported their daughter locked 
herself in the bathroom at a res-
idence on Hogg St. and refused 
to come out. The family member 
stated the daughter took an over-
dose amount of medication. Offi-
cers responded and tried to talk 
to the female, but she was not co-
operative. An officer forced entry 
into the restroom and called EMS 
to the scene. The female went 
willingly to the hospital.

4:09 p.m. A caller reported a 
vehicle broken down in a no park-
ing zone near East Texas Burger. 
An officer checked on the vehicle 
and determined the vehicle was 
not broken down. The driver was 
warned to move the vehicle to a 
legal parking space.

4:13 p.m. An officer assisted 
with directing traffic when the traf-
fic lights malfunctioned at Pacific 
and Broad St.

5:23 p.m. A resident on Walnut 
St. reported she told the owner of 
a trailer to come pick it up, but the 
owner told her they had reported 
it stolen. An officer determined 
the trailer was not entered as 
stolen and explained to the resi-
dent the trailer situation is a civil 
matter.

7:08 p.m. A man that was walk-
ing on University St. at the old 
gym reported he had found a 
driver’s license and credit cards. 
It was determined to be property 
from a reported vehicle burglary. 
The property was returned to the 

owner. 
9:06 p.m. A welfare concern 

was reported in reference to a 16 
year old living at a residence on 
Brenda Lane. The complainant 
reported she was the mother and 
went to pick her up and when she 
did, a man made her leave the 
property. During further investiga-
tion, the mother did not have cus-
tody and the teenager was fine, 
but she did not wish contact with 
her mother.

JAN. 25
12:18 a.m. While on routine 

patrol at Blair and Second St., an 
officer checked on a suspicious 
person walking in the area, be-
cause of the recent vehicle bur-
glaries. The female was known to 
walk in the area at all hours and 
lived close by.

6:24 a.m. A resident on West 
Blair reported a suspicious fe-
male that knocked on his door. 
When the resident answered the 
door, the female let herself in and 
locked herself in his bathroom. An 
officer responded and knew the 
female to live close in the area. 
The officer spoke with the female 
and had her go to her residence.

9:30 a.m. A suspicious person 
was reportedly parked on a park-
ing lot on East Broad St. asleep 
with a dog in the vehicle. The 
officer made contact and deter-
mined a night officer told the man 
it was fine for him to sleep there 
last night.

11:04 a.m. A resident on Molly 
Lane reported a suspicious per-
son pushing a shopping cart and 
looking into residents’ garages. 
An officer made contact with the 
man in the Brookshire’s parking 
lot with the shopping cart. He 
had trash in the cart he had been 
picking up.

11:42 a.m. Several 911 calls 
were received in reference to 
a naked woman walking in the 
roadway on W. Broad St., acting 
strange and yelling at people. An 
officer located the female subject. 
The female would not cooperate 
with the officer and struggled with 
him, which led the officer to hand-
cuff her. The officer knew she had 
some sort of a medical condition, 
so he called EMS. The female 
was taken to a Tyler hospital by 
EMS.

12:06 p.m. A bank card was 
located in the ATM at a bank on 
N. Pacific St. and turned in. An 
attempt to contact the owner was 
unsuccessful, so the card was 
returned to the bank during busi-
ness hours.

4:21 p.m. A woman reported 
while picking up trash on N. Pa-
cific St., she found a syringe. An 
officer took possession of the sy-
ringe and properly disposed of it.

9:55 p.m. An officer assisted a 
Wood County deputy with a vehi-
cle search at Wren and Guy St.

10:43 p.m.  An officer checked 
on a man who was walking on 
the wrong side of the roadway on 
East McDonald and asked him to 
move to the other side for safety 
reasons.

JAN. 26
1:30 a.m. A disturbance was re-

ported at a residence on W. Blair 
St. A female was transported by 
EMS to UT Health in Quitman, 

with an officer following EMS, to 
have a mental evaluation con-
ducted on the female.

8:05 p.m. Wood County S.O. 
requested assistance when a 
deputy had a vehicle stopped 
and needed assistance with a 
language barrier. An officer re-
sponded and did assist.

JAN. 27
2:27 a.m. An officer assisted a 

Wood County deputy with a traffic 
stop on Greenville Ave.

12:15 p.m. Brookshire’s report-
ed a woman had her purse stolen 
while in the store. During further 
investigation, the purse was left, 
but the wallet was taken. A sus-
pect has been identified and this 
is under investigation.

5:26 p.m. A criminal trespass 
warning was issued to a man at 
his residence on W. Blair St. for a 
business on W. Broad St.

10:49 p.m. An officer observed 
two males digging in the trash at 
a business on E. Broad St. The 
two were issued criminal tres-
pass warnings, at the request of 
the business.

JAN. 28
2:58 p.m. An officer met with a 

complainant at a restaurant on W. 
Broad St. when an ex-employee 
was sending texts to other em-
ployees that appeared threat-
ening. The officer noted that no 
threats were made to the com-
plainant, and she could have her 
employees text the ex-employee 
to tell her to quit texting them or 
charges would be filed.

JAN. 29
3:42 p.m. Officers assisted 

Wood County S.O. deputies on 
a search for a reported welfare 
concern of a person who had 
possibly overdosed. The man 
was located on S. Stone St. Dep-
uties took over the investigation 
and the man was transported by 
EMS.

4:04 p.m. A resident on Line 
Street requested advice from an 
officer on threatening text mes-
sages. The officer determined 
the male subject had told the 
complainant to quit texting him, 
and she escalated the situation 
by not doing so.

5:14 p.m. A shoplifting theft that 
occurred the week before was re-
ported by Walmart. This is under 
investigation. 

5:17 p.m. A burglary of a habi-
tation was reported on Wells St. 
The resident reported a possible 
known suspect that took medica-
tion, television and other items. 
This is under investigation.

5:58 p.m. An officer assisted a 
woman who lost her keys at the 
Christus Trinity Clinic. The keys 
were found.

9:40 p.m. Michael Lee McKin-
ley, 29, of Lindale, was arrested 
for theft under $2,500 with two 
previous convictions (felony) 
when he walked out of Walmart 
with $15 worth of merchandise 
without paying. McKinley was 
stopped by DPS in Lindale af-
ter officers were able to get the 
license plate number and notify 
Lindale officers that he was pos-
sibly headed that way. McKinley 
had prior convictions for theft, 
which elevated his charge to a 
felony.

Grass fire: Jan. 25, 12:13 p.m., 
25294 W. US Hwy. 80, Mineola.

Medical assist, assist EMS 
crew: Jan. 23, 12:40 p.m., 258 
CR 2770, Mineola; Jan. 26, 9:30 

a.m., CR 2610, Mineola; Jan. 27, 
10:23 a.m., 761 CR 2700, Mine-
ola.

Power line down: Jan. 29, 
1:06 a.m., CR 2267, Mineola.

Alarm system activation, no 
fire - unintentional: Jan. 24, 
7:38 p.m., 1200 Bromberg, Min-
eola.

Coleman Bail Bond

903.763.4844

(Directly across the street from Wood County Jail)
407 S. Stephen • Quitman, Texas 75763

24 Hour Service
Credit Terms Available

JAN. 16
Cpl. Austin Milbourn took a re-

port from a Quitman woman who 
stated she believed her daughter 
had been fraudulently using her 
debit card. The woman believed 
the card was being removed 
from her purse during the night 
and returned to her purse. Sev-
eral checks were also discov-
ered to have been written without 
the woman’s permission. At the 
mother’s request, the daughter 
will be issued a criminal trespass 
warning for the property. 

JAN. 19
Officer Corbin Hanner took a 

report of aggravated sexual as-
sault from a Quitman woman. The 
woman reportedly met the sus-
pect on a dating site and agreed 
to allow him to come to her home. 
This case has been turned over 
to CID for investigation.

Officer Linda Williams respond-
ed to a residence on Tomie St. for 
a disturbance. She found a juve-
nile being restrained by a family 
member. According to the family, 
anger outbursts are common for 
the juvenile. EMS was called to 
the scene but was later dismissed 
by the child’s mother who stated 
she would get help for her child.

JAN. 21
Lt. Mike Chilson was dis-

patched to a residence on Zola 
St. for a scam. The reporting par-
ty stated he had been contacted 
several months ago and told his 
computer needed to be updated 
because the contract was out of 
date. The caller was given remote 

access to the man’s computer. 
The man was then informed that 
he was due a refund of $150 for 
services rendered but instead 
$15,000 was transferred into the 
man’s account. He was then in-
structed to transfer $7,500 to an 
account in Naples, Fla. The man 
did not make the transfer and 
contacted his bank to make them 
aware of the situation instead.

JAN. 22
Lt. Chilson was dispatched to 

the Towner Apartments on N. 
Winnsboro St. for a structure fire. 
Two male juveniles stated the fire 
started while they were attempt-
ing to cook some French fries. 
This case has been referred to 
the fire marshal.

School Resource Officer Jim 
Rapp responded to a report of a 
male student who was out of con-
trol. According to the teacher, the 
student had become upset after 
being corrected and had thrown 
a chair. Although other students 
were in the room at the time, no 
one was injured. The boy’s par-
ents were called and a grandpar-
ent showed up to take the boy 
home.

JAN. 27
Officer Hanner initiated a traf-

fic stop after witnessing a pick-
up with a defective tail lamp and 
expired registration. The driver 
advised he was aware of the 
problem with the truck’s registra-
tion. The man also stated he had 
switched the license plates on the 
truck with ones from another truck 
of the same make and model. He 

stated the registration sticker on 
the vehicle was not the correct 
sticker. The fictitious plates and 
the registration sticker were con-
fiscated. Jordan Paul Crist, 26, 
of Alba was arrested on multiple 
charges. A tow truck was called 
and the pickup was impounded.

Officer Hanner was dispatched 
to a vehicle crash on Oak Grove 
Rd. Hanner was advised that a 
car had struck a car parked in 
the ditch and the driver had fled 
into a nearby residence. Upon 
arrival, Hanner found the vehicle 
damaged and abandoned in the 
roadway. The driver was located 
at his nearby residence. He was 
combative and would not comply 
with verbal commands. He also 
smelled strongly of an alcoholic 
beverage and stated that he had 
been consuming whiskey. Tony 
Saucedo Ybarra, 27, of Quitman 
was taken into custody for resist-
ing arrest. He was transported to 
jail where he was denied intake 
due to his extreme level of intox-
ication. He was released to EMS 
and was transported to UT Hospi-
tal in Quitman.

JAN. 29
Lt. Chilson was dispatched to 

Dollar General for a shoplifter. 
The suspect was found to have 
33 items concealed in her purse. 
The value of the items was ap-
proximately $200. Gerri Rachelle 
Butler, 45, of Mineola was arrest-
ed for theft of property. She was 
transported to jail without inci-
dent.

Quitman Police Report

Mineola Police Depart-
ment now offers child safe-
ty seat checks with a certi-
fied technician.

National Child Passenger 
Safety (CPS) Certification 
Training is a 3-day program 
of Safe Kids Worldwide.

Statistics found that the 
majority of parents misuse 
child restraints.

With a community CPS 
technician, parents and 
caregivers receive one-on-
one education and hands-
on assistance with proper 
use of child car seats and 
seat belts.

The MPD technician will 
check to make sure the seat 
is installed correctly and 
teach parents how to use 
and install a seat on their 

own.
Please contact the Mineola 

Police Dept. to schedule an 
appointment, 903-569-6294.

Mineola police offering child safety seat checks
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Submit crime tips to P3TIPS.com
Tipsters may remain anonymous


